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OUR STAND 


‘THE THOUGHTFUL Jew can no longer 

escape the conviction that he must take a 
definite stand in regard to the pressing Jewish 
problems of our time. Assimilation as a conscious 
program has long become an anachronism; in- 
difference has replaced the assimilationist view- 
point among fairly large Jewish circles. This in- 
difference, essentially a masked form of assimila- 
tion, though still widespread, has lately begun 
to yield to an increasing sense of une~se. Recent 
economic and political developments, together 
with the social neuroses that followed in their 
wake, have brought the Jew again sharply face to 
face with the eternal Jewish question. He has to 
realize that the business of being a Jew may be 
either a blessing or a curse, but that apathy is 
impossible. 

The catastrophic events in Germany have pro- 
foundly agitated every Jew. Unless one indulges 
in germanophobia on principle and believes in the 
inherent barbarism and wickedness of the German 
soul, one must ask whether such paroxysms are 
not possible in other civilized countries under 


given conditions of national stress. Those who 
are not in the habit of thinking in terms of 
“saintly-nations” and “‘sinner-nations’’, see in the 
German happenings manifestations of subconsci- 
ous forces which lead an independent life under a 
thin layer of rationalism, and break out into the 
open at the first favorable opportunity. Such a 
realization causes a sharpened sense of personal 
insecurity and isolation in whatever environment 
the Jewish minority finds itself. 

Naturally enough, many modern Jews find 
themselves glancing hopefully at the antithesis of 
the German tragedy—the communist experiment 
in Soviet Russia. Even non-communists have am- 
ple reason for considering the eventful October 
revolution of 1917 as the most significant mile- 
stone in the history of a new world. The modern 
Jew has a specific psychic impulse toward a coun- 
try where radical change in social-economic condi- 
tions goes hand-in-hand with a vigorous fight for 
racial and national equality and where every ves- 
tige of anti-semitism is staunchly repressed. How- 
ever, a closer examination of the formulated and 
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unformulated problems of Soviet Jewry leads one 
to the melancholy discovery that there is no place 
for an ipse facto solution of the Jewish question 
even in the land of social revolution. 

It is true that Jews are becoming an organic 
part of the Soviet economic structure in increasing 
numbers. A considerable number of Jews have 
been settled on the land. An even larger number 
have been absorbed by industry and by many 
branches of government service. Insofar as the 
concrete economic problems of Soviet Russia are 
being solved in general, they are also being solved 
for Russian Jewry. Provided there are no un- 
expected upheavals one may hope that in time 
there will remain no “‘declassed”’ Jews, but that all 
will be ‘‘re-classed”’ into the economic structure 
of the huge workers’ country. This process of 
economic integration, however, is accompanied by 
national disintegration. National individuality, 
the cultural entity of a group which draws its vital 
sap from its own sources, is lost. For this no 
one is to blame. Within the limitations of the 
Soviet regime (thanks to these limitations Zion- 
ism is persecuted, Hebrew is taboo, and the reli- 
gious expressions of national feeling are barely 
tolerated) the Jewish population enjoys all legal 
rights for the development of its individuality. 
Theoretically, Jews enjoy a wide cultural auton- 
omy: Jewish courts, a Yiddish-speaking State 
School, a Jewish theatre subsidized by the State, 
and Jewish publishing houses which are maintain- 
ed by government funds. But legal rights are 
merely the fig-leaf to cover the collective impo- 
tence of a group which seeks to retain its own 
spiritual culture without its own economic struc- 
ture. The Jewish courts do not function; a stead- 
ily decreasing minority of Jewish children study 
in the Jewish schools; Yiddish is being increasing- 
ly supplanted not only by Russian but by Ukrain- 
ian and White Russian. It is an open secret that 
an intensive process of “‘Red assimilation” is going 
on in Russia. From the standpoint of the national 
will to live, it makes little difference to the Jew 
whether he is molten in the liberal or in the so- 
cialist melting-pot. 

The threat of national destruction is an actual 
one for Soviet Jewry. A new “goluth”’ feeling is 
developing which explains in great measure the 
awakened interest in Biro-Bidjan as a Jewish na- 
tional territory. The very existence of the Biro- 
Bidjan experiment supports our thesis that social 
revolution as such is incapable of solving the 
Jewish problem in its full scope. Biro-Bidjan is 
a Soviet edition of Zionism, Russian Jewry’s con- 
fession of homelessness. It is a new expression 
of the old idea that no general social changes can 
automatically solve the Jewish problem. 

In the light of these new experiences — the 
nightmare of the German calamity, and the dan- 
ger of the Russian “‘idyll”—“The Jewish Fron- 
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tier’ will fight for the concentration of Jewish 
energy on Palestine so as to create a home for 
those millions of Jews who feel themselves econ- 
omically, politically or spiritually homeless in va- 
rious countries of the world. 

We give preference to Palestine as a potential 
Jewish territory, first of all because of its rich 
historic and traditional associations—‘‘imponder- 
abilia’” which furnish immense treasuries of cre- 
ative energy. Besides this sentimental motive, 
which even the most realistic calculations cannot 
ignore as a source of national inspiration, we in- 
sist on the primacy of Palestine on more tangible 
grounds. The energy displayed by the pioneering 
elements of our peoples over the space of nearly 
half a century represents national capital which 
must be increased. The pioneering spirit of Jew- 
ish workers has already created the necessary 
foundation for an extensive agricultural and in- 
dustrial mass colonization. More Jews are enter- 
ing into Palestine today than into any other coun- 
try in the world. An annual immigration of forty 
or fifty thousand Jews is no longer Utopian. It is 
fast becoming an established fact. The results 
already achieved in Palestine are in themselves a 
sufficient stimulus for investing still more national 
energy. They are ample warrant for considering 
Palestine the chief channel for the flow of Jewish 
energy. 

At the same time we must give ourselves a 
strict accounting of the dangers which threaten 
the reconstruction-work in Palestine. We are con- 
sidering now not so much the outer, purely po- 
litical, dangers as the inner ones. It would be 
the greatest calamity, (as well as folly) if Pales- 
tine were transformed merely into a refuge for 
Jewish capital without Jewish labor; if the Jews 
of Palestine were to figure primarily as em- 
ployers while labor would be recruited from 
other national groups. Such a Jewish society 
would have neither a firm moral nor material 
base. It would become a national shame. A 
country belongs to those who labor on it and 
not to those who hold the “title”. We will there- 
fore struggle with all our might against the nar- 
row selfishness of those Jewish elements, in and 
out of Palestine, who would be guilty of national 
treason because of petty class interests. These 
groups are hindering Jewish labor in its effort 
to become an organic part of the economic struc- 
ture of the country and are undermining the 
foundations of the national renaissance. There- 
fore in all fundamental reconstruction problems 
we will support the “Histadrut Haovdim’”—the 
organization of 50,000 Jewish workers whose aim 
is to create a homeland based on cooperative prin- 
ciples and founded on social justice. We see in 
the Histadrut not a party organization, not 
a sect which canonized dogmas, but the most 
vital instrument of national responsibility. This 
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body of Jewish labor will keep the Jewish home- 
land from being transformed into a new Congo 
or a new Liberia. The struggle of the Histadrut 
for Jewish labor, for the dignity of labor in gene- 
ral and for the dignity of Jewish labor on Jew- 
ish soil in particular; its formation of independent 
economic cells in agriculture and industry which 
will serve as the beginnings of a future coopera- 
tive society in Palestine—will receive our active 
assistance. 


We consider the creation of a land of Jewish 
workers in Palestine as the chief task of our gen- 
eration. This does not mean, however, that we 
will disregard the tormenting problems of Jews 
in the diaspora countries. We consider it our 
function to mirror the Jewish struggle for exist- 
ence in the difficult transition period which whole 
countries and continents are now experiencing. 
Because we are “‘Palestinecentric’’, we cannot ig- 
nore the diaspora. We cannot be indifferent to 
the problems of world Jewry in general or Ameri- 
can Jewry in particular because the diaspora is 
the reservoir from which the Jewish homeland 
must be fed, and because we feel that the an- 
guished problems of Jews the world over must 
be examined in the light of our analysis. Heart- 
ened by the social and cultural rejuvenation of 
the Jewish worker in Palestine, we will consci- 
entiously seek means of reconstructing our local 
Jewish life on the basis of productive labor and 
a more individualized cultural life. 


We believe that the new values created in Pal- 
estine — the rapture of pioneering, the ennobling 
of human labor, the heroic attempt to elevate 
social relationships — are beginning to stimulate 
Jewish life everywhere. We seek to strengthen 
the dynamic influence of labor Palestine on Jew- 
ish life in America by means of an informed, 
alert public opinion. Particularly today, when 
reaction and suicidal cupidity threaten to invali- 
date all that has been achieved in Palestine, we 
feel that there must be a publication which will 
interpret contemporary events in Palestine and 
take its stand on the frontiers of Jewish life 
throughout the world. We represent that syn- 
thesis in Jewish thought, which is Nationalist 
without being chauvinist, and which stands for 
fundamental economic reconstruction without be- 
ing communist. Only such a synthesis, repre- 
sented by labor Palestine can answer the need of 
the disorientated modern Jew. 


The Month 


HE PALESTINE Government has again re- 


fused to grant the immigration schedule re- 
quested by the Jewish Agency for the next six 


5 
months. The Executive of the Jewish Agency 
originally asked for 18,600 immigration certifi- 
cates as the minimum necessary for current labor 
demands in the rapidly expanding Jewish indus- 
tries and agriculture. The Government is fully 
aware of the situation calling for more Jewish 
laborers. Yet, without giving any definite ex- 
planation for its continued policy of curbing Jew- 
ish colonization, it granted only 9,700 certificates. 
That means that Jewish enterprises in Palestine, 
agricultural as well as industrial, will either con- 
tinue to suffer from a shortage of labor or must 
avail themselves of ‘‘imported” labor gangs with 
their low standards of living and fatalistic indif- 
ference to any kind of organization. This also 
means that thousands of destitute Jews irrevocab- 
ly ostracized from the economic life of their 
stepmother-countries, will have to learn again that 
they are doomed to enforced idleness; that so far 
there is no outlet for their fresh energy, badly 
needed in Palestine. 


The apocalyptic boat, which for the last six 
weeks wandered with more than 300 Jews from 
port to port, nowhere permitted to unload its 
illegitimate human cargo, failed to impress the 
unsentimental guardians of the Jewish National 
Home. The twentieth century incarnation of the 
wandering, or rather floating, Ahasverus only 
served as a warning to the Administration of 
Palestine that they must augment their shore 
police to save the country from an “‘invasion” of 
unauthorized immigrants. How seriously they 
take the menace of those Jewish “invaders,” one 
can see from the gallant ‘‘amendment”’ to their 
announcement of the new immigration schedule: 
of the 9,700 the Jewish Agency will receive only 
7,500 certificates, since 2,200 are to be deducted 
to offset the number of Jews, who, in the Govern- 
ment’s estimate, entered (or are likely to enter) 
the country illegally. 


The Government remains loyal to its policy of 
welcoming the Jewish capitalist and creating a 
“numerous clausus” for Jewish labor. Does the 
Government intend to create an “upper class’’ of 
Jews in Palestine, leaving the “lower occupations” 
to the “unprivileged” Arabs? That is a distinc- 
tion for which we are not grateful. We have 
tested its worth too well. 


Unfortunately, our struggle for a larger Jew- 
ish immigration has been frequently “discredited” 
by Revisionist denunciations that we are coloniz- 
ing the country with Jews of the “dangerous Bol- 
shevist type.” Our position has been weakened 
also by representations repeatedly made by in- 
fluential groups of Jewish employers—with whom 
the Revisionists entered into an unholy alliance, 
aimed at the Histadrut!—that there is no short- 
age of labor in the country, if one is ready to 
please the Government and employ “peaceful and 
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reliable natives.”’ Such “assistance” on the part 
of our 100 per cent nationalists will further dim 
the prospect of a mass immigration into Palestine. 


CONFERENCE in favor of employing Jew- 
ish labor was recently held in Tel-Aviv. It 
was a gathering of various organizations, of Left 
and Right, of employers and employees. But 
three groups were conspicuously absent: the re- 
actionary Farmers’ Association, the Communists, 
and the Revisionists. It is not surprising that the 
Revisionists, the professedly ardent patriots and 
“pure” Zionists, were absent. Since the aim of 
the Revisionists is to break the Histadrut, they 
are ready to join any group which disregards 
general Jewish interests. The situation is 
curious: while the maligned ‘‘Marxists” are pick- 
eting in favor of Jewish labor (many of them are 
serving terms of imprisonment on behalf of this 
principle) the advocates of “pure Zionism” find 
themselves in the same camp with the notorious 
Farmers’ Association and the Communists. 

Under no circumstances will the organized 
workers of Palestine cease from their efforts to 
strengthen the position of Jewish labor; unless 
they persist in this struggle, there will be no place 
for Jewish labor in a Jewish land. 

The Jewish community of Haifa recently re- 
ceived an object lesson in the practical value of 
Revisionist patriotism. The Histadrut was nego- 
tiating with an Italian contractor concerning the 
employment of Jews for the erection of a large 
private building. At the time the negotiations 
with the Histadrut were being conducted, a Re- 
visionist group approached the contractor with an 
offer of “more reasonable” conditions. Later on 
the Italian contractor explained to the represen- 
tatives of the Histadrut that he had signed an 
agreement with their political rivals: he preferred 
the Revisionists “because they also are Fascists”’, 
and because they did not object to his employment 
of a majority of Jtalian workers. 

In order to hurt the hated Histadrut the Re- 
visionists stop at nothing: they are ready to toler- 
ate non-Jewish and even non-Palestinian labor; 
they are the ones who are creating a dangerous 
precedent of applying a political criterion in the 
“selection” of laborers. At the same time they 
displayed their sense of national and communal 
discipline by turning a deaf ear to the voice of 
condemnation and warning raised by the Jewish 
community of Haifa. No wonder such a provo- 
cative act in the midst of our struggle for the 
jeopardized position of Jewish labor aggravated 
feeling among the organized labor youth. The 
tension discharged itself in an unauthorized attack 
on a Revisionist meeting in Haifa. A number of 
persons were injured on both sides and the police 
complain that some of the stones thrown were 5 
and 6 pounds in weight. 
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The leading Labor bodies in Palestine, shocked 
at this attack, have openly condemned such inex- 
cusable methods. Both the Histadrut and the 
Labor Party have issued special proclamations to 
their following, making it clear that tactics bor- 
rowed from the arsenal of Fascist strategy are 
the greatest disservice to their own cause. 

The course of the Histadrut is clear; the nu- 
merous friends of the Labor movement in Pale- 
stine will expect that course to be followed. Se- 
vere disciplinary action must be taken against the 
irresponsible zealots of Haifa in order to prevent 
such occurrences in the future. No matter how 
provocative Revisionist methods may be, no mem- 
ber of the Histadrut should employ measures re- 
pugnant in themselves and likely to damage the 
prestige of his own organization. 


N AGREEMENT between Ben-Gurion and 

Jabotinsky might have been regarded as an 
improbable eventuality a few months ago. But the 
improbable has happened. The grave political 
problems confronting Zionism made some com- 
mon agreement imperative. Ben-Gurion figured 
in the negotiations not as a representative of the 
Histadrut or of the Labor Party, but as a special 
envoy of the Zionist Executive; for that reason 
the agreement signed by him has an even greater 
significance in some circles. It is all the more 
welcome coming, as it does, after the events in 
Haifa; it heralds the beginning of a new period 
of peace in Palestine, and within the Zionist move- 
ment. 

But what is the actual value of the so-called 
“London pact”? It is premature to designate the 
document as a final peace agreement. It is rather 
an armistice between the representatives of two 
extremes. It is deplorable that it should be neces- 
sary for leaders of differing parties to agree on 
the cessation of physical violence; possibly Jabot- 
insky and Ben-Gurion could have spared them- 
selves the trouble of drafting the agreement mere- 
ly by affixing their signatures to several of the 
Ten Commandments. It is satisfactory that such 
an understanding has been reached. Neverthe- 
less, there is no ground for viewing the arrange- 
ment as a complete and lasting peace agreement. 
For the time being it is limited to certain elemen- 
tary matters. The absence of any agreement in 
regard to separatist political activity and in rela- 
tion to the national Funds (boycotted by the Revi- 
sionists) is particularly conspicuous. Unless an ac- 
cord is reached in regard to these vital principles 
and, especially, unless there will be a cessation of 
anti-social (not anti-socialistic) and anti-national 
activities of the Revisionist groups on the Pale- 
stine labor front, the London pact is of no value. 
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Adamic and His Thirty Million 


IX THE NOVEMBER issue of Harper's 
Magazine, Mr. Louis Adamic discusses the 
tragedy of thirty million new Americans who hap- 
pen not to have been born of “old stock”. These 
descendants of Slovaks, Italians, Germans, Jews, 
and of some twenty-nine other nationalities, all 
suffer from an inferiority complex. Taunted, hu- 
miliated, and discriminated against, they are made 
to feel mere outsiders who don’t really belong. 
Whence numerous unpleasant traits in their moral 
fibre: some feel ashamed of their parents, Angli- 
cize their names, turn ridiculously chauvinistic, 
and become fertile soil for nascent Fascism. 
Others degenerate into ‘loud and tough’’ objec- 
tionable, anti-social creatures. The vast major- 
ity ‘just hang back from the main-stream of life 
in the country”. Mr. Adamic’s solution for this 
intolerable situation is comparatively simple: 
sprouts of the old stock should be educated to a 
realization that they have no real cause for as- 
suming domineering airs, since non-Anglo-Saxon 
elements likewise have contributed values to 
American civilization. Young Slovenes, Jugo- 
slavs, Italians, etc., should learn, above all, some- 
thing of “their backgrounds in the old countries” 
and of the cultural heritage of their parents’ na- 
tive lands. This knowledge will give them firmer 
backbone and enable them to look straight into 
the eyes of the D.A.R. It is undesirable and 
impossible, pleads Mr. Adamic, “to make off- 
spring of Lithuanians and Serbians into Anglo- 
Saxons”. The fixing of an inferiority complex 
in the minds of millions of citizens constitutes a 
menace to the welfare of the United States. 

We believe that Mr. Adamic, who avowedly 
is just beginning to study the tragedy of “‘assimila- 
tion”, has not as yet discovered some of the 
fundamentals of his problem. Had he more deep 
ly probed the situation of assimilated American 
Jews, Mr. Adamic perhaps would have found 
that his remedy, although not without an ameli- 
orating value, cannot bring about his desired re- 
sults. For over a century American Jews actually 
have put into practice most of Mr. Adamic’s pro- 
posed XYZ experiment: Again and again have 
they laboriously demonstrated that Jews played 
an important role in the making of this country; 
Jews landed in America with Columbus; (Colum- 
bus himself perhaps was a Jew); Jews partici- 
pated in the Revolutionary and Civil Wars; Jew- 
ish brain, blood, and muscle contributed to devel- 
oping the natural resources of America; and there- 
fore, according to the Adamic formula, Jews in 
all fairness cannot be considered as outsiders. 
Certainly neither Jews nor Gentiles ever have been 
permitted to remain ignorant of the cultural 
wealth produced in the Jewish past and present. 
And yet thoroughly Americanized Jews are af- 
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flicted with an inferiority complex. If Mr. 
Adamic has any doubts, he is urged to read the 
pathetic article on this subject written by Mr. 
Bernard R. Flesher and published in the October 
issue of Forum. Complains Mr. Flesher: 
since Jews are subjected to insults they suffer 
from an acute hypersensitivity. By way of self- 
defence mechanism they become chauvinists who 
are unduly elated at Gentile recognition of 
famous, great Jews and become fearful at news- 
paper notoriety concerning Jewish criminals. In 
order to obtain a “relative security” in American 
life, they seek to “conform to the common pat- 
tern” and, when thwarted, turn distrustful and 
arrogant. Thus efforts to adopt American man- 
nerisms at their cultural best and improvement 
in economic condition have not fundamentally al- 
tered the situation. The feeling of inferiority, 
accompanied by all the menacing consequences 
which Mr. Adamic enumerated, has not been 
eliminated. 


All this suggests that the solution of the prob- 
lem of the thirty million is more complicated than 
Mr. Adamic seemingly takes for granted. As long 
as American life is dominated by a so-called 
‘‘Anglo-Saxon” group which considers itself the 
only “pure” American type to which all others 
must reverently conform, the distinction between 
superior and inferior — between those who belong 
and those who don’t — will survive. 


And as long as economic conditions are such that 
many find it desirable for America to contain a 
subservient, cowed, inferiority-harassed populace, 
it is not likely that mere improvement in educa- 
tional processes will radically remedy the situa- 
tion. The problem presented by Mr. Adamic can- 
not be settled without a resolution more far. 
reaching than those he at present contemplates. 


Fade - Out of British Fascism 


“WV HHour going so far as to say that Sir 

Oswald Mosley is already finished, his not 
too frightening nightmare of British Fascism is 
really fading out of Great Britain’s political 
dreamland.” That was the guess of Mr. Charles . 
A. Selden, the New York Times correspondent in 
London, two weeks before the late English elec. 
tions. Nowhere in England did Mosley actuall: 
venture to present any candidate. For the mo. 
ment, then, British Fascism is politically in a de- 
cline. One of the reasons is Sir Oswald himself. 
He has been justly called a one-speech man. Brit- 
ish Fascism, under Mosley leadership, has suf- 
fered from continental successes. The decline 
started on June 29 when Lord Rothermere’s Daily 
Mail dissolved the Mosley partnership. The 
bankruptcy read: “there is no such thing as anti- 
semitism in Britain.” By July 3 Lord Rother- 
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mere rose to the peak of an assertion that Eng- 
land “‘needs and will have no dictators.” We are 
not particularly interested in his motives as a Con- 
servative and in his sincerity as a newspaper 
baron, except insofar as he may have shrewdly an- 
ticipated the beginning of the end for British 
Fascism. But one phenomenon we must notice: 
As Sir Oswald’s black shirts are fading to grey 
his anti-semitism gains new venom. On July 12 
he retorted to Lord Rothermere: ‘We have given 
our pledge that no racial or religious persecution 
will occur under Fascism in Britain.”” However, 
by October 28 Sir Oswald found himself in Albert 
Hall addressing a crowd of six thousand. Two 
thousand seats were empty where the Spring be- 
fore the hall had been dramatically packed. Now 
anti-Fascists and Communists jeered his Black 
Shirts. He was on the eve of an election to which 
he could not send a single Fascist candidate. 
Whereupon he sublimated his feelings in the bit- 
terest anti-semitic speech of a career that has 
successively embraced Toryism, Socialism, and 
Fascism. ‘Fascists stand for bringing an end to 
the system of international usury by which Jews 
live,” shouted Sir Oswald. ‘We fought Germany 
once in a British quarrel. We say to an alien race 
that rises against us to rob us of our heritage: 
‘We take up that challenge and deal with it. They 
shall have it’.”’ Sir Oswald shouted, but the 
British electorate remained either deaf, or indif- 
ferent, or in the hands of a greater historical 
necessity than what Sir Oswald constitutes in Eng- 
lish political life. 

It was the British Labor Party that won a vic- 
tory: out of a total of 1300 municipal and county 
seats Labor won 740. This was not only a trium- 
phant majority but an increase of 500 seats over 
the old Labor record. In London it captured 15 
out of a total of 28 districts, to say nothing about 
a majority of seats in 41 other cities. While the 
Fascist party floundered, the Laborites more than 
made good their losses in 1931. The general con- 
test may come next year, but it must be held in 
1936 at the latest. 

Meanwhile, what Mr. Horace Gregory reports 
in Common Sense is the full ironical truth about 
Sir Oswald for the present: “During the three 
months that I spent in London, Mosley’s name 
appeared in the front pages only once, and that 
was in connection with the Brighton trunk murder. 
One of his followers was a friend of the moron 
accused of murder.”’ Could the barometer of 


British Fascism neasure an atmospheric pressure 
lower than this? 
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The Convention 
HE NATIONAL Labor Committee for Pale- 


stine, assembling at its annual convention in 
New York on Friday, November 29 to December 
2, may be justly proud of its achievements. In 
ten years of existence the National Labor Com- 
mittee has performed an inestimable service for 
the Histadrut, having collected from the Jewish 
masses in the United States and Canada over 
$1,000,000. Last year, it raised $117,000, a 
$47,000 increase over the 1932 contribution. 
The moral and financial assistance of the National 
Labor Committee in America has been greatly 
instrumental in making the labor movement the 
most influential constructive force in Palestine 
today. 

The Histadrut has organized fifty-five thou- 
sand workers in a powerful trade union movement 
which exercises a beneficial influence in every 
branch of the economic, political and social life of 
the people in Palestine. Under most trying cir- 
cumstances it has transformed barren desert land 
into an economic asset. It has established numer- 
ous cooperative farms and cooperative industries; 
built homes and community centers; maintained 
hospitals, sanitoriums, maternity clinics; organized 
schools, libraries and other cultural institutions 
which have benefited not only its own members 
but also the entire Palestinian population, of 
course including the Arabs. The principle that 
the Jewish and Arab workers have common inter- 
ests is a cardinal point regulating the policies of 
the Histadrut. Whence efforts on the part of or- 
ganized Jewish labor in Palestine to create an 


Arab trade union movement which will resist and 
combat effendi oppression and exploitation suf- 
fered for centuries by the Arab population. 

Today more than ever the Histadrut needs aid 
and support. Having opened wide its doors for 
German and Polish refugees, it receives the new- 
coming Jewish immigrants in a brotherly and com- 
radely fashion, trains them in various fields of 
work, and converts them into useful citizens of 
the labor community. It is now actively engaged 
in new colonization work on a large scale. The 
Histadrut naturally expects the Jewish working 
class of the entire world to share with it the re- 
sponsibility for helping to create in Palestine a 
cooperative commonwealth for the benefit of the 
Jewish masses. The tenth convention of the Na- 
tional Labor Committee is befittingly answering 
that call whole-heartedly. 

MAURICE FEINSTONE 
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The Meanest Thing the Nazis Did 


S° MUCH has been written and spoken about 

the Nazi persecution of Jewish business men 
and famous Jewish scholars and artists that one 
may obtain the impression that the whole 
of German Jewry consists of financiers and celeb- 
rities, or that at least no other Jews than these 
suffer from Nazi persecution. 

The facts are exactly the reverse. There is in 
Germany a great mass of poor, unknown labor- 
ing Jews; Jews who are not famous; who have 
no money, and wield no influence; who are not en- 
gaged in art, science, or literature; Jews who are 
just plain, obscure folk who do the common, un- 
spectacular work of the world by hand or brain, 
who are being paid miserably for their labor, 
and lead a life of poverty and obscurity. More- 
over, these people constitute the bulk of the Jew- 
ish population in Germany. 

It is the curious perversity of the Nazi regime 
that it directed its chief attack not against the 
big Jewish business men and financiers against 
whom the cry of parasitism could be raised with 
some degree of justice, but against the most use- 
ful and most productive members of the Jewish 
community, who earn their living by performing 
honest services without exploiting the labor of 
others. It is a well-known fact that the big Jew- 
ish financiers in Germany were never molested 
by the Nazis; not even on the memorable Boycott 
Saturday of April rst were the Jewish banks 
closed or picketed. The Jewish department stores 
and other big business enterprises, too, were dis- 
turbed but little after the official one-day boycott. 
There was a clear and quite obvious tendency on 
the part of the Nazis to come to terms with Jew- 
ish capital. But all the force of the Government 
decrees and all the venom of the Nazi hatred 
was directed against the ten to twelve thousand 
Jewish professional men and against the tens of 
thousands of Jewish wage earners — in other 
words, against skilled and unskilled Jewish labor. 

The crusade of the Nazis against Jewish pro- 
fessional men is sufficiently known. But, unfor- 
tunately, the cry which an outraged world raised 
against the cruel treatment of eminent Jewish 
scientists, professors and artists of international 
fame drowned entirely the tragedy of unskilled 
Jewish labor in Germany, of the thousands upon 
thousands of unknown Jewish clerks, office work- 
ers, shopgirls, typists, salesmen and artisans of 
all kinds, against whom the cold, silent pogrom 
of the Nazis raged with a cruelty unknown in 
the history of human persecution. 

The Jewish wage earners in Germany have 


been confined mostly to Jewish business enter- 
prises; very few Jewish workers were engaged in 
German enterprises even under the previous Lib- 
eral regime. On the other hand, most German- 
Jewish enterprises, such as the department stores, 
chain stores, newspapers and publishing offices, 
small workshops and trading establishments, read- 
ily engaged Jewish labor. Official statistics is- 
sued by the Jewish community of Berlin in 1932 
show that approximately 75,000 Jewish bread- 
winners in Germany were so employed, of whom 
55,000 were members of the German Trade 
Unions. 

With the advent of the Nazi regime the ordeal 
of these people began. The word went out that 
these workers must all be ‘‘cleaned” out of Ger- 
man business and replaced by the new Aryan aris- 
tocracy. The first to be dismissed were the com- 
paratively few Jewish workers employed in mu- 
nicipal or state positions; then followed the slight- 
ly bigger percentage of those who worked in Ger- 
man enterprises, and lastly the big drive began for 
the dismissal of the Jewish workers from the 
Jewish enterprises as well. 

Up to July rst the Central Government as such 
did not officially participate in this drive. The 
procedure was for the Nazi “‘cell’’ which operated 
in every German enterprise, to “request” the dis- 
missal of the Jews on the general ground of 
“cleansing”? German industry and business and 
make it “judenrein”. No other reason was ad- 
vanced. Even the blanket accusation of “‘Com- 
munism” and “‘Marxism” was not deemed to be 
necessary. The mere fact of a person having been 
born a Jew was sufficient reason for his being 
deprived of the privilege of work and making a 
living. The “request” was not official, but Jew- 
ish} employers knew very well that it was not 
healthy for their business to oppose the wishes 
even of the unofficial Nazi “‘cells,” and to their 
shame it must be said that they largely vielded 
to this cruel demand without resistance. Only one 
honorable exception is known to the general rule 
of abject cringing on the part of Jewish big busi- 
ness before this particular manifestation of Nazi 
force. This is the case of Hermann Tietz & Co., 
the famous German department store owners, 
who courageously informed their Nazi “cells” 
that they would close down their business entirely 
rather than dismiss their several thousand Jewish 
shopgirls and clerks. Most other Jewish employ- 
ers were only too ready to sacrifice their Jewish 
employees for their business, and some, like the 
Mosse Verlag — the publishers of the Berliner 
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Tageblatt — were so eager to ingratiate them- 
selves with the new masters that they were more 
sweeping in their dismissals than even the Nazis 
had demanded. 

On July 1st the Nazi Government issued one 
of its most notorious and shameless decrees, for- 
bidding Jews to be members of German Trade 
Unions. Fifty-five thousand old Jewish trade 
unionists were expelled from the various organ- 
izations, and seven and a half million marks paid 
in by them in dues and in health insurance were 
confiscated. With one stroke of the pen the en- 
tire Jewish laboring community in Germany was 
practically doomed to economic extinction, for in 
Nazi Germany to be outside the so-called Labor 
Front meant to be automatically deprived of the 
possibility of being employed. The unofficial law- 
lessness of the Nazi ‘“‘cells’’ became legalized; 
the extermination of Jewish labor became part 
of the official Nazi program, safeguarded by 
German law and advanced by all the power of the 
Nazi state machine. Now it is no longer neces- 
sary for the Nazi “cell” to “‘request’’ employers 
to dismiss their Jewish workers; it is the duty of 
the Nazi Labor Commissar to see that it is 
being done. A decent German employer can no 
longer refuse to comply with this demand. Her- 
mann Tietz, who previously held out against these 
dismissals, was forced by law to give notice to 
every one of his approximately seven thousand 
Jewish employees. Most other German firms do 
the same now as a matter of daily routine. All 
sense of shame and restraint went into the execu- 
tion of this dastardly act. What was previously 
considered a dirty piece of work, and was done 
surreptitiously with a guiltv conscience, was being 
gloried in as a public act of patriotism. 


And thus one of the most pitiful tragedies of 
present-day Germany began, and is still going on. 
Men and women by the thousands are being dis- 
missed from their positions which some of them 
have held for decades. Tens of thousands of 
poor family breadwinners are being deprived of 
the onlv privilege to work which they will ever 
get in Germany and of the only opportunity for 
earning an honest living. A new army of unem- 
ployed is springing up, an army not only without 
work, but also without hope of ever getting work 
no matter what prosperity comes to Germany 
again. For German firms seldom engaged Jewish 
workers in the past. and Tews will not dare to do 
so in the future. The dismissal, therefore, spells 
practical elimination from honest work for ever. 

In most cases the people thus thrown out of 
emplovment are not even paid for the usual period 
of notice which is legally required in Germany. 
For in a recent test case of 115 Jewish employees 
of the Berliner Tageblatt who appealed against 
the arbitrary dismissal on the ground of race and 
religion, a Nazi Court of “Justice” in Berlin ruled 
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that not only had the firm a right to dismiss the 
workers because they were Jews, but that it did 
not have to pay the usual legal compensation for 
dismissal. 

As yet there are enough employers in Germany 
whose sense of justice has not been Nazified, and 
the dismissed Jewish workers as a rule get several 
week’s compensation, and even more. There is 
on record the case of the Scherl Verlag (the pub- 
lishing house of the Nationalist leader, Herr 
Hugenberg), which paid its dismissed Jewish em- 
ployees a full year’s salary. In some firms the 
dismissal proceeds slowly, and is spread over a 
period of weeks; in others, ‘the Jews are dis- 
charged wholesale and all at once, as in the case 
of the “E.P.A.” chain stores. Some do it curtly, 
brutally; others politely, with regrets; some even 
with tears; (there were even cases of banquets 
having been given to the dismissed Jewish em- 
ployees). But the result is everywhere the same. 
Thousands of Jews are left without work and 
bread; thousands of men are thrown upon charity; 
thousands of women thrown into the streets, and 
all are doomed to swift and sure starvation. For 
the German dole lasts only for twelve weeks; 
Jewish charity cannot cope with an unemployed 
army of such dimensions, and the reserves of 
these people, like those of most laboring human- 
ity, are too low to enable them to keep the wolf 
from the door even for a short time. Unlike the 
persecuted Jewish business and professional man, 
the Jewish workers cannot retire until the storm 
is over, nor can they leave the country. They 
have nowhere to go and nothing to do except to 
swarm around the dole and relief offices for sev- 
eral weeks, and then to go down swiftly and sure- 
ly into the abyss of beggary and starvation. 


THERE is yet one other aspect of the tragedy, 

one which is not generally known in the non- 
Jewish world, but which is of utmost importance 
to Jews. 

The centuries of Jewish discrimination and 
Ghetto life have led to the creation of a one-sided, 
abnormal Jewish economic life in many countries, 
including Germany. Having been forbidden for 
centuries to engage in agriculture, industry, and 
other forms of productive labor, Jews have been 
forced to engage primarilv in finance and trading. 
As often happens, the disability has become a 
habit; the habit, a special talent, and this talent 
has led to tragic consequences for the Jews. The 
fact of the large preponderance of the Jews in 
business and trading has been used by anti-sem- 
itism throughout the ages as proof of Jewish 
non-productivity and has served as the only plaus- 
ible basis of all anti-Jewish movements. Anti- 
semitic propaganda has revolved almost wholly 
around the exploitation character of Jewish oc- 
cupations; the most vicious anti-Jewish pogroms 
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THE ELDERS OF ZION 


were led to the cry of Jewish economic parasitism. 

The emancipation of the Jews from the re- 
ligious and political disabilities of the Ghetto 
which began in the nineteenth century was almost 
from the beginning accompanied by a parallel 
movement within Jewry itself for a reconstruction 
of its economic life by changing Jewish occupa- 
tions from business and finance to agriculture and 
labor. This great urge for economic producti- 
vization is, probably, the most powerful manifesta- 
tion of modern Jewish life, and has contributed 
more toward the real, inner emancipation of the 
Jews than all the decrees of »arliaments and acts 
of revolutions. Every great Jewish social move- 
ment of the last fifty years, from Zionism to Jew- 
ish colonization in Soviet Russia, has striven 
primarily toward this economic reconstruction. 
Every conscious and unconscious effort of modern 
Jewry in every country in the world has tended 


in the same direction. The rise and the growth 
of a Jewish wage-earning class in Germany has 
been one of the most hopeful signs of this move-- 
ment for economic regeneration. Even the pro- 
pensity of German Jews for the professions, which 
is the chief argument of the Nazis for their anti- 
Jewish campaign, is also an expression of the same 
general Jewish urge. It is but another manifesta- 
tion of the flight of the modern Jew from business 
and finance to more useful and productive occupa- 
tions. 

And it is to this painful struggle of a people 
to free itself from disabilities which centuries of 
persecution have put upon it that the Nazis have 
chosen, of all else in Jewish life, to deal a death 
blow. The extermination of Jewish labor in 
Germany is more than an individual tragedy of 
several scores of thousands of Jewish men and 
women; it is the collective tragedy of a people 
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whose choice ideal is being smashed. In a sense 
it is probably the most poignant and pitiful thing 
happening in Germany at present. There may 
be events more spectacularly cruel in Nazidom, 
but nothing more mean than this meanest of all 
the Nazi acts. 


The history of Jewish persecution has never 
known anything more perverse than this. The 
least useful part of the Jewish community is privi- 
leged, the most useful persecuted; the rich and 
ostentatious, who more than once brought shame 
upon their people, are exempted; the poor and 
the humble, who always worked and suffered in 
silence, are stricken down; Jewish finance is 
spared, and labor is uprooted; big business is 
tolerated, and professions are exterminated; all 
that is non-productive in Jewish life is left undis- 
turbed, while the most inhuman attack is directed 
against everything which is non-parasitic. Wheth- 
er the Nazis are conscious of the underlying prin- 


Labor Front 


[‘ IS DIFFICULT to believe that any govern- 

ment would on the one hand wilfully attempt 
to slacken the economic tempo of a country, and 
on the other sharpen the difficult relations among 
its inhabitants. Yet this is precisely the condition 
created in Palestine by the culpable attitude of 
the Government toward the entire problem of 
Jewish labor immigration. For the past several 
years the Government has continued to widen the 
disparity between the economic needs of the Jew- 
ish settlement and the possibility for immigration, 
so impairing the growth and natural development 
of all Jewish colonization. 


The course of Jewish agriculture, the founda- 
tion of our whole economic structure, is constantly 
stifled by the restrictions imposed on labor im- 
migration. The dearth of agricultural workers 
deprives the colonists of a potentially greater do- 
mestic market, while at the same time necessitat- 
ing increased importation of foreign goods. 


This labor shortage has also considerably in- 
jured the position of Jewish labor in the great 
plantations. Those colonists who remained loyal 
to the cause of Zionism met the full impact of 
the difficulty, and in consequence, suffered irrepar- 
able losses. 


The greatest part of the planting in Jewish 
fields and groves was done by thousands of Arabs 
who crossed the borders unchecked from the 
Churan (not to speak of the Palestinian Arabs). 
On a stretch of some 145,000 dunams, making 
over 35,000 acres belonging to Jews, which 
should give employment to thirteen or fourteen 
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ciple of their Jewish policy, or not, it is a con- 
centrated effort to drive the Jews back to the 
Ghetto, not only politically and socially, but above 
all economically; back to the medieval occupa- 
tions. 

The Nazi movement lays claim to labor sym- 
pathies and to a certain revolutionary spirit. 
There are some people who even take this claim 
seriously, and think and speak of the Nazis as 
of misguided but sincere revolutionists with la- 
bor inclinations. The pitiful tragedy of Jewish 
labor in Germany, more than anything else, 
exposes the fallacy of such a belief. What people 
with the remotest labor sentiment, let alone a 
healthy labor instinct, could be guilty of such 
a dastardly crime against working men and wo- 
men? What movement with the slightest affinity 
to social progress, let alone revolution, could 
go so completely back to medievalism? 


LONDON WILLIAM ZUKERMAN 


in Palestine 


thousand workers, there are at present not more 
than about 4,500 Jewish laborers, including the 
specialists and supervisors. 


Jewish industry and handicrafts are also at an 
impasse because of these immigration restrictions. 
The domestic market cannot be adequately sup- 
plied, and the foreign market must be completely 
neglected. Many factories cannot accept orders 
because they lack sufficient workers. The follow- 
ing examples are characteristic: 


In Ramath Gan, a shoe factory was established, 
and all the necessary machinery was installed. Yet 
no work has been begun there, for lack of the 
necessary hands. ‘‘Zatga”, a factory manufactur- 
ing leather goods, used to export annually to the 
amount of about 2000 pounds to Egypt alone. It 
has now been compelled to discontinue all export, 
as it can hardly meet the demands of the domestic 
market. Our paper-box factories received orders 
from South Africa, Syria and America, in some 
cases even cash-orders. But the demand could not 
be met. Shirt factories which formerly supplied 
80 per cent of the domestic market and carried on 
a brisk export to boot, can now hardly meet 50 
per cent of the home demand and have been 
forced to curb all export. At the same time the 
importation of these products has grown consid- 
erably. The metal and aluminum industries can- 
not expand into new branches of production. The 
importation of furniture has increased because the 
Palestine industry cannot adequately supply the 
domestic market. Even our heavy industries, the 
potash and electrical works, are suffering because 
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of the labor shortage. Undoubtedly economists 
in other countries would shrug their shoulders at 
such a situation, yet these are the real facts of 
Palestinian economy. 

The dearth of workers has also considerably 
injured the building interests. The slackened tem- 
po has led to the unscrupulous heightening of 
rents and the intensification of speculation. A few 
illustrations: the Palestine Development has ac- 
quired several desirable locations on the Carmel 
and in Haifa, which can well accomodate hun- 
dreds of new homes once the installation of water 
and the laying of streets have been completed. 
The Company has the means, about 100,000 
pounds: the plans are ready. Yet it is impossible 
to start operations for lack of workers. The Na- 
tional Fund succeeded in obtaining a vast tract 
of land near Haifa, for its project of building 
homes for workers and people of moderate means. 
Hundreds of workers, middle-class families, and 
German immigrants have organized for the sup- 
port of this project. They have been granted 
building-loans, but cannot proceed to build for lack 
of laborers. Many colonies are ready to build 
new homes, or install water systems, and the nec- 
essary credits for this purpose are available from 
various sources, (the fund for German Jews, the 
Keren Hayesod, the Imperial Chemical Corpo- 
ration, etc.) yet it is impossible to fulfill these 
plans because of the labor shortage. 

Since Jewish agriculture could not exist without 
an extensive immigration of workers, it follows 
that the country was thrown wide open to an in- 
flux of thousands of Arabs from the desert, from 
Churan and Egypt. 

It is difficult to determine the exact intent of 
the immigration from Churan. The Churanese 
enter the country without any official documents, 
and no serious control is exercised by the govern- 
ment. ‘The Syrian press reports that in recent 
months some tens of thousands of Churanese 
Arabs have migrated to Palestine. Investigation 
verifies these numbers. A census recently taken 
in Haifa reveals nearly 4,000 Churanese in that 
city alone, employed in such occupations as con- 
struction, quarrying, agriculture, road-building, 
portage and transportation. A considerable num- 
ber are employed in Jewish and some in Arab 
enterprises, but the greatest number are engaged 
in municipal projects, in public works and at the 
port. In Jaffa and Tel Aviv, thousands of Chu- 
ranese are similarly employed. Not long ago 
a census was taken in Petach Tikvah, and 1400 
Churanese, residing in the Arab village, Pidjah, 
were found to be employed in the Jewish colony. 

The fact that Arab enterprises, too, are now 
employing thousands of Churanese is especially 
worthy of note. In the Akhaba district, in Sara- 
fend, Kilkilia and to the north of Jaffa, the 


great number of Churanese is quite noticeable. 
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In the southern part of the country, in Ashdud, 
in Yabna and Magdial, hundreds of Egyptians 
are employed in the transport of gravel and in 
other branches of the Arab ecenomy. Even the 
Department of Agriculture of the Government re- 
cently admitted that there is a shortage of labor 
in the Arab enterprises, too, and that thousands 
of immigrants from the Churan and Sinia are 
employed therein. A considerable number of 
Churanese are employed on government road- 
building projects in all parts of Palestine. 

These facts are sufficient in themselves to dem- 
onstrate how unfounded are the many excuses 
offered by the Government for its supposedly 
“economic” calculations which dictate the restric- 
tion of Jewish immigration. It is manifest that 
the Arab economy, too, is now in a prosperous 
state, and that all myths of the alleged unemploy- 
ment of Arab workers are wholly the product of 
imagination. 

It is sheer demagogy to attempt to create 
an impression that the struggle for Jewish labor 
is motivated by the desire to force out the Arab 
worker. It must be absolutely clear that the Arab 
worker at present is not in need of employment in 
any Jewish enterprise, simply because he now has 
the greatest opportunities for employment in Arab 
enterprises themselves. 

The excellent Arab labor situation in Palestine 
today is no mere accident. In the course of the 
past ten years there has developed an Arab citrus- 
growing industry comprising some 100,000 du- 
nams, and giving employment to about 10,000 
workers. From reliable sources we learn that the 
Arab vegetable fields have been increased by some 
20,000 dunams, and their fruit-orchards by some 
2,000 dunams. The Arab dairy and poultry 
branches have also expanded considerably. Arab 
population in the cities is growing apace of the 
building operations, which employ several thou- 
sands of workers. The number of Arab workers 
engaged in industry has also grown. Thus, for 
example, the cigarette industry employed only 250 
workers in 1923, and in 1933 over 800. Govern- 
ment enterprises have absorbed additional thou- 
sands of workers. The real wages of the Arab 
worker have increased by some two-thirds since 
1922. An indication of Arab prosperity is the 
fact that the number of Arab-owned automobiles 
has increased from 2800 in 1932 to 7500 in 1934. 

The Arab fellaheen received considerable aid 
from the Government in the past few years when 
the harvest was meagre. In the last two years 
alone this aid amounted to nearly a half-million 
pounds, Many roads in Arab districts have been 
paved. The progress in Transjordania and Syria 
cannot compare with these achievements. It must 
also be borne in mind, that the Palestine Govern- 
ment spends for Arab education in Palestine 
twice as much as is spent in Transjordania, and 
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70 per cent more than in Syria. The budget for 
Health and Sanitation is three times greater in 
Palestine than in Transjordania and Syria. The 
agricultural budget is three and one-half times 
greater than in Transjordania and double the 
budget in Syria. Where lies the source of all this 
prosperity, if not in the regenerating influence of 
Jewish immigration and colonization, which not 
only poured tremendous sums into the Arab set- 
tlement, but also served as an excellent school of 
economics which taught the Arabs efficiency, new 
methods of marketing and the use of new tech- 
nological implements ? 


But the Government has a large selection of 
false excuses whereby it seeks to “explain” its 
immigration policy. Since it is impossible any 
longer to conjure up the ghost of supposed Arab 
unemployment, the Government now seeks to 
base its contentions on apparent defects in the 
Jewish economic structure. It alleges that the 
prosperity is but a temporary boom and will soon 
bring the inevitable crisis, and therefore it is nec- 
essary to curb the immigration a priori, in order 
that the impending crisis may thereby be ameliora- 
ted to some extent. The closest scrutiny of those 
processes which are determining the course of the 
Jewish economy proves these bugaboos to be en- 
tirely unsubstantiated. [he prosperity is based 
on sound capital investments. It is already pos. 
sible to ascertain approximately how much Jews 
have invested in Palestine in the year 1934. We 
have available detailed data concerning the extent 
of building in the past several months, as well as 
reliable estimates for building operations in the 
next few months. We also have information con- 
cerning the new plantations, and estimates as to 
the investments in this industry and in the pur- 
chase of land. Here is the picture of Jewish in- 
vestments in 1934: 

a) In building-construction in Tel 

Aviv, Hailfa and Jerusalem . . .£4,500,000 

b) In plantations: in new planta- 

tions and those that do not yet 

a £1,750,000 
c) Building in the colonies ....... £ 800,000 
d) Mixed agriculture: Keren Haye- 

sod, Pica loans for irrigation 

projects, private means, invest- 

ments of the colonists, etc. ....£ 250,000 

e) Industry and handicrafts: new 

enterprises and expansion of old £1,000,000 

f) Transport, automobiles 


Total 


This sum does not include the capital invested 
in purchase of land, which in itself amounts to 
about 500,000 pounds. Approximately the same 
amount, according to reliable estimates, has been 


£8,800,000 
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invested in commercial enterprises. In other words 
this year the Jews will have invested a total of 
about 10 million pounds. 

From these figures we perceive that, besides 
the heavy investments in building construction, the 
investment in industry, handicrafts and transport 
this year was 88 per cent greater than in the 
preceding year, (800,000 pounds), in plantations, 
the amount is somewhat greater than the preced- 
ing year (1,600,000 pounds), likewise in mixed 
agriculture, (100,000 pounds the preceding year), 
and in building-construction in the colonies the in- 
vestment this year will be double that of the pre- 
ceding year. 

What are the labor prospects for the imme- 
diate future? 

At present, new groves are constantly being 
planted. According to an intensive investigation 
conducted a short while ago, it appears that this 
Fall and next Spring new cultivation will begin 
on approximately 30,000 dunams of land. Yak- 
hin is about to begin cultivating 1500 new dunams, 
and Hanoteh — 2,000 new dunams. On Pica 
land and in Pardes Hannah and in Benyamina, 
an additional 1500 dunams will be planted. In- 
tensive planting projects are afoot in Petach Tik- 
vah, Herzliah, Kfar Saba, Rananah, Tel Mond 
and Emek Khefer. The area of Jewish planta- 
tions now extends into the northern part of the 
country. Between Ashdud and Gederah, and in 
the vicinity of the latter, large tracts of land 
will soon be planted. These new 30,000 dunams 
will demand 3000 additional workers. 

It must also be borne in mind that a large 
number of workers now employed in the colonies 
are about to leave their positions in order to go 
“on their own.” The endeavor of our labor- 
kibutzim and cooperatives in the colonies, which 
have converted every penny into colonization-capi- 
tal, plus the assistance rendered by the National 
Fund, the Workers’ Bank, Nir and other institu- 
tions, have made it possible for some 3500 fami- 
lies in the colonies to become connected with defi- 
nite tracts of land and new cooperative settle- 
ments. Some of them are still employed in the 
colonies as wage-earners, whereas others are al- 
ready engaged in their own enterprises. This col- 
onization movement will soon remove more than a 
thousand workers from the colonies, thus making 
place for an additional thousand workers. 

Our mixed-farming suffers in particular from 
this shortage of labor. Within the next few 
months, at least a thousand new workers will be 
required for the most important branches. In 
general, Jewish farming, in all its branches will 
require at least ten thousand workers for the next 
half-year to satisfy its labor-demand. 

We have already indicated the extent of Jew- 
ish investments in industry. According to the 
American “Palestine Economic Council”, 126 new 
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industrial enterprises were established in Palestine 
in the first six months of 1934, with an estimated 
investment of about 225,000 pounds. In addi- 
tion, 28 new enterprises are now being built 
(buildings are being erected, machinery installed, 
etc.) with an investment of about 250,000 pounds. 
According to expert opinion, at least one million 
pounds will have been invested this year in indus- 
try and handicrafts. 


Industry in Palestine is in a peculiar condition. 
There is no parallel between it and industry in 
other countries. In most of its branches, it is 
not seriously concerned about an adequate market. 
On the contrary: industry is far behind the de- 
mand, the potentialities of the home market can- 
not be adequately exploited and the foreign 
markets must be completely neglected. This is no 
mere phenomenon. The constant increase in pop- 
ulation, through the aliyah and the colossal econ- 
omic awakening of this long neglected land, the 
the oil-lines of the Iraq Petroleum Company, the 
port of Haifa, the electrification of the country, 
tremendous investments, all these factors energize 
industry and handicrafts. This whole process, 
however, has only just begun. Industry cannot 
yet satisfy the demand: witness the increase in 
imports during the first quarter of 1934, from 
2,473,349 pounds last year to 3,322, 197 this 
year. 


In building-construction, too, additional thou- 
sands of workers will be needed in the next few 
months. Besides the regular building-activity in 
Tel Aviv, Haifa and Jerusalem, new quarters are 
being built in all the cities and many workers will 
be needed. Yet the intensive building-activity can- 
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not keep apace of the great housing shortage. The 
crowding in the past two years has increased from 
2 persons per room to 3. The number of people 
living in barracks has also increased from 10,000 
to 15,000. 

The Government this year will spend close to 
one million pounds on various public works. The 
budget for 1935 includes 498,358 pounds for 
building and public works. To this must be added 
the vast projects to be carried through with funds 
from old and new Government loans, such as wa- 
ter installation in Jerusalem, the development of 
Haifa Bay, etc. If the Government will meet its 
obligations to Jewish labor, even on a conservative 
scale, then a few thousand Jewish workers at 
least will be needed in government enterprises 
alone. 

The foregoing has indicated the tremendous 
shortage of Jewish labor only in the most vital 
economic branches. There are in addition many 
hidden nooks and crannies which absorb hundreds 
of new workers every month. 

Immigration and labor are undoubtedly the 
focal points of our entire undertaking. The re- 
strictions on Jewish immigration imposed by the 
government react adversely on the growth of the 
Jewish yishub and its economic development and 
also on its whole social structure. The weakening 
of our position in rural districts, in governmental] 
undertakings and in the ports leads to the weak- 
ening of our whole economic structure and tc 
the needless squandering of our means in other 
countries. 

We must strive for increased Jewish immigra- 
tion, if the gains of the past are not to be lost. 


H. FRUMKIN 


TWO POEMS 


Hora 


Hora, they dance the hora, 
They dance the hora on Friday night; 
Stamping, along the pavements 


They circle singing, to left, to right; 

Swinging, the widening circles 

With heads thrown backward, with necks clasped 
tight, 

Seaward, dance in the Sabbath 

In Tel Aviv, on Friday night. 


Mediterranean 


Orion wheeled about my ship, 
Orion wheeled and would not stay; 
I felt the starry waters slip, 

I saw the brightening heavens sway. 


Motion in motion: keel and spars 
Along the swift illumined sea; 

I walking on the deck—the stars 
Falling and rising over me. 


MARIE SYRKIN. 
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TABOO 


mM‘: little daughter straggles in from school. 
“You know, papa, on the last station of 
the car-line, they've painted... .” 

“A huge swastika. I saw it too. 
about it, darling.” 

They carry on their propaganda by every 
means under the sun. New swastikas appear daily 
on the walls, the stations, the bill-boards. “‘Swas- 
tika’’ newspapers flaunting slanders, malicious lies 
and terrifying caricatures are placarded every- 
where. The simple-minded passers-by, men and 
women, huddle together tightly and drink in the 
poison. Small wonder if we notice that the faces 
of our neighbors (even here in a village far from 
the tumult of the city) change from day to day. 

“You know, papa,” my little daughter tells me, 
“Franzel and Ernst (children of our street) have 
joined the ‘“‘Hitler-Youth”. They bragged about 
it to me”. 

Now Franzel no longer greets us. He doesn’t 
bow politely as he used to, but walks on as though 
he didn’t recognize us. He looks away pretend- 
ing not to see us. His hair is pure flax: the typi- 
cal “sheigetzel”’. 

There is an apartment to let on the second floor 
of the small house in which we live—the last 
house in the row, facing the fields. We await 
our new neighbors with anxiety. Will they be 
friends or foes? At least let there be no enemy 
under our roof! 

They arrived early, one morning: a small Chris- 
tian family consisting of a tall, stalwart man, a 
pale, sickly wife and an ancient, half-blind mother- 
in-law. But their fair, twelve year old girl was 
slender and graceful. The children of the street 
noticed her at once and invited her to join the 
“swastika”. 

“Papa, shall I join the Hitler-Youth?” I could 
hear her ask (from our hall one can hear every- 
thing in the apartment above). 

The father answered curtly: “What? Politics? 
That’s all a swindle! No, no, I don’t allow it.” 

I felt relieved. Seemingly a good neighbor. 
At last a man who has not been seduced, pois- 
oned ! 

When we met we always nodded with especial 
courtesy. We were conscious of a mutual gocd- 
will. He was a big-boned man with a thin face 
and phosphorescent eyes glittering like those of 
a chimney-sweep. All day he worked about the 
house. He chopped wood in the yard, drew water 
from the well, cleaned the stairs. Perhaps he 


Don’t worry 


wished to spare his ailing wife and blind mother- 
in-law. 

The two women seemed to be afraid of people. 
They would avoid meeting anyone, never looked 
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one in the face if they had occasion to exchange 
a few words, and were rarely seen on the street. 

The local police began to visit the upstairs 
apartment frequently. Once I heard a policeman 
questioning the father of the family. He scolded 
and threatened . . . the little girl cried. Appar- 
ently he was known to the authorities; his name 
was on the police blotter. No wonder he had 
chosen an apartment in our secluded section. Then 
the sergeant turned to the children who stood 
around the house. 

“Children, if you see this man coming home on 
a bicycle, remember that it’s stolen. Notify the 
police at once.”’ 

“Tl notify you right away”, Franzl volun- 
teered. 

From that time on, the two women hid them- 
selves still more in their rooms. The old mother- 
in-law seemed not really blind, but unwilling to 
see. 

At first we were somewhat ill at ease, but we 
gradually became accustomed to the situation, as 
well as to the mysterious restlessness at night. At 
two o'clock in the morning we would hear the 
wife stealthily tip-toe down and let her husband 
in. We would hear him go up the stairs past 
our door. He would trudge slowly, like one car- 
rying a heavy load, perhaps a bicycle, a slaught- 
ered pig, or a sack of chickens whose necks had 
been wrung. 

The taboo on our small two-story house be- 
came complete. The neighbors scolded their chil- 
dren if they played with Gretel, the thief’s daught- 
er. Her beauty did not help. United by one 
fate, the two little girls became friendly. True, 
our little girl paid no visits to her chum’s apart- 
ment. But Gretel was frequently in our house. 
She would run from room to room, her eyes 
straying over the furnishings with an unnatural 
curiosity. 

In the winter, they both went ice-skating or 
skiing. In the summer they went bathing or pick- 
ing berries in the nearby wood. 

Once when night fell the children did not come 
home. We became worried, and both of us, the 
two fathers, went to look for our little daughters. 
We walked between the houses, searched in every 
direction, and shouted: 

“Gretel, Esther!’ 

We heard dogs barking from behind the gates; 
their owners looked at the pair of us with cold, 
hostile eyes. The darkness grew deeper every 
minute, but the eyes of my companion, familiar 
with the night, shone like the eyes of a wolf. They 
gave me heart. 

From the Hebrew of G. SCHOFMANN 
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JEWS WITHOUT JOBS 


wear might the economic development of 
American Jewry have led to if the economic 
tendencies of American life between 1922 and 
1929 had continued? If they had become as per- 
manent as they were believed to be? And if no 
special difficulties had developed in the path of 
American Jewry towards further growth? 


It would have meant that American Jewry 
would continue its numerical growth at a much 
smaller rate because of discontinuance of mass 
immigration as well as a constantly falling birth 
rate; that the trend of the Jewish masses from 
semi-skilled or even skilled trades into the class 
of employers, of merchants and other occupations 
would continue. As Jewish enterprise was becom- 
ing more acclimatized, the narrow limits of speci- 
fically Jewish industry and commerce would break 
down, new frontiers would be attacked, individual 
Jewish fortunes would continue to grow in size 
and increase in number (the process of original 
accumulation would continue and create an in- 
creasing number of small capitalists), Jewish pov- 
erty would rapidly decrease and perhaps disappear 
altogether. As an inevitable by-product and a 
contributing cause at the same time—concentra- 
tion of Jewish population in the few large centers 
of the East would gradually abate, for the interior 
of the country would offer a more favorable en- 
vironment to the financial, industrial, commercial 
and intellectual capacities of the Jew: “upward 
and outward.” 


Such predictions could be made and in fact were 
made (for there was a great deal in the economic 
facts of the last twenty years or so to justify 
them). Naturally, it was expected that this econ- 
omic development would also have its far-reach- 
ing effects upon the cultural aspects of Jewish 
life, though as to that prophecies did not always 
agree. At one wing this growing economic 
strength of American Jewry, this ready acceptance 
of the traditional American ideal of personal suc- 
cess, was expected to lead to closer affiliation of 
the Jew with the rest of the population. As 
against this ideal of harmonious assimilation into 
American life, on the other extreme was found the 
hope that this selfsame economic progress would 
lead to a strengthening of independent cultural 
values of the group, would furnish the necessary 
material for their support, as witness the better 
and bigger Jewish institutions. 


Much of this development has actually taken 
place, that we know, but how much further may 
the development proceed in the same direction? 


Surely, not with the same speed which one might 
have expected in 1928—because of at least two 
important forces. 

The first of these two forces is a general one: 
the change in the general trend of economic con- 
ditions in the country at large which necessarily 
influenced American Jewry as well. The second 
force is of a more specific nature: the develop- 
ment of a specific attitude of the people as a 
whole towards the Jew as a minority group and 
his participation in the economic life of the 
country. 

Just as the first decade of the twentieth century 
was marked primarily by the process of industrial 
concentration, so the past decade may go down in 
the economic history of the United States as thie 
period of commercial concentration. The devel- 
opment of the chain store is as characteristic of 
the 1930’s as the great industrial trusts were of 
the first decade. The chain store, which only ten 
years ago was somewhat of a curiosity, has now 
become the standard form of organization of the 
American retail trade: not only five-and-ten-cent 
stores, but groceries, shoe stores, drug stores, 
candy stores, cleaning and dyeing establishments, 
clothing stores and furniture stores, restaurants 
and even department stores. They are absorbing 
a greater and greater part of the total volume of 
retail trade. Simultaneously, the automobile has 
very largely undermined the small local store 
which was so potent an influence in distributing 
Jewish population from the large centers in the 
interior of the country. 

Now this economic process is essentially one 
that has nothing to do with any racial or religious 
group relationships. It is simply the American 
counterpart of the European process of coopera- 
tive trading. It is a natural and on the whole a 
desirable step towards a more efficient and econ- 
omical method to retail distribution. But it also 
happens to be a force that strikes very painfully 
at the Jewish middle class, the small commercial 
class, by tending to reduce the number of inde- 
pendent merchants as the figures of the census of 
1930 already show and the census of 1940 will 
undoubtedly show even much more eloquently. 

But there is another social force, quite of a dif- 
ferent character, especially directed against the 
Tew, in America as in many other countries. Per- 
haps not altogether a new force, but one that has 
been growing fast during the recent years, a 
force not vet carefullv measured, sometimes exag- 
gerated, sometimes intentionally minimized, but 
nevertheless widely discussed, a force which for all 
we know may become the predominating factor in 
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shaping the economic destinies of American Jewry. 
This force is the discrimination against the Jew 
in the field of employment and economic life in 
general, the beginning of a movement which in 
many other countries has been described by the 
sinister phrase, ““An economic boycott against the 
Jew.” Upon the removal of this sinister force 
or its further development and growth, obviously 
the whole economic future of American Jewry 
depends. 

Discrimination is not limited to the econ- 
omic field. It is probably stronger in the field of 
social relationships. To mention its obvious mani- 
festations, there is the exclusion of Jews from 
ordinary private social life, exclusion of Jews from 
clubs, fraternities, summer hotels, certain high- 
grade apartment houses, etc. Occasionally this 
form of exclusion calls forth articulate protests, 
private or public—it has even led to efforts at spe- 
cial legislation—but on the whole American Jewry 
accepts the situation not very graciously, not very 
philosophically, but accepts it all the same, and 
endeavors to adjust its own social and recreational 
life to existing conditions. 

Obviously, economic discrimination strikes at a 
very much more vital interest. The Jew finds 
such discrimination in the field of commercial, in- 
dustrial, or even professional employment, and 
as the vast majority of people are forced to earn 
their living through employment contract, the pos- 
sibility of discrimination presents a danger for 
nearly every Jew; even disregarding any specific 
rumors and charges sometimes denied, sometimes 
explained, sometimes admitted, by individual firms, 
it is nevertheless fairly well known that in certain 
important branches of office and clerical work, the 
door to the Jew is almost absolutely closed. It is 
understood that very few, if any, Jews can gain 
a footing on the inside of a bank or insurance 
company, or a railroad, or a public service cor- 
poration. There are obstacles in many retail com- 
mercial establishments, particularly of the more 
exclusive grade. There is a growing discrimina- 
tion against a Jew as a typist, stenographer, or 
private secretary. It is charged that the devel- 
opment of the chain store movement represents a 
double threat to the Jew, because not only does 
he lose out as an independent merchant, but he is 
also unacceptable as employee, except possibly in 
distinctly Jewish neighborhoods. j 

It is a little more difficult to ascertain the exact 
situation in regard to industrial wage work, skill- 
ed or unskilled, though on the whole it is probable 
that in that field the problem has not yet become 
quite so acute. Insofar as Jewish labor in large 


centers has shown a natural tendency to concen- 
trate in certain branches of industry, the decrease 
of a Jewish proportion in those industries is 
probably the result of voluntary withdrawal ra- 
When the labor hiring 


ther than discrimination. 
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policies are decentralized and depend upon the 
judgment or whim of the factory foreman, it is 
dificult to prove any definite policy. However, 
charges are frequently made and as frequently 
denied. 

In the professional field, the situation is acute, 
perhaps more so than in finance or commerce. 
From the point of view of economic organization 
professional work may be divided into two groups. 
(1) The practice of which depends upon an em- 
ployment contract: teaching, engineering, chem- 
istry and statistics. (2) Those in which the sys- 
tem of private independent practice still prevails 
to a large degree: medicine, dentistry, law, nurs- 
ing, etc. It is well known that the employment 
contract system gradually, though rather slowly, 
is penetrating the second group as well. 

Of course, none of the professions is absolutely 
closed to the American Jew. In fact, the impres- 
sion prevails that professions are overrun with 
Jews, and this is often cited as justification for 
the growing policy of discrimination and exclusion. 
Whether the charge be justified or not, it is well 
known that outside of Government service (Fed- 
eral, Municipal or State), which constitutes a 
rapidly expanding field of employment of profes- 
sional workers, and which is either governed by 
a rigid system of civil service or subject to political 
influences measured by voting strength—it is in 
this field of professional employment that inquiries 
as to the social, religious, racial and nationality 
status of the applicant are most searching, and 
discrimination against the Jewish applicant most 
frequent. There are opportunities for teaching 
positions in the public school systems of the larger 
cities, though occasional complaints of injustice 
against the Jew in promotion are met with, but 
the situation in the public schools of smaller towns 
and rural communities is proverbially bad, as it 
is in the private schools, except those possibly 
of the progressive, experimental type. The limita- 
tions to a scientific career in colleges and univer- 
sities, particularly in the private and denomina- 
tional colleges, but to some extent, albeit more 
carefully disguised, even in State and Municipal 
universities, are a grave problem both from an 
economic and a cultural point of view, limiting 
not only opportunities for employment, but also 
limiting opportunities for a cultural contribution 
to American life. 


Of course, the situation is more complex in re- 
gard to professions still preserving the system 
of private practice. The success of a private 
practitioner in medicine or law is presumably an 
individual matter. Whether the social aspects of 
group discrimination affect the chances of a Jew- 
ish practitioner for success it would be difficult to 
say. Naturally, the Jewish physician and Jewish 
patient may be drawn to each other, but the popu- 

(Continued on Page 37) 
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THE AUSTRIAN SOCIALISTS 


The rain is falling 

steadily. Two by two, 

a column of policemen marches 

in the twilight. (Revolution! 

Against our boots 

strike, 

flickering tongues!) 

A company of soldiers 

with machine-guns, 

squad by squad, turns within a square 
and marches down a street. (Revolution! 
We are the greyhounds— 

unleash us!— 

to hunt these rabbits 

out of the fields. Listen to me, 

my two wives, 

I have killed a man!) 

Workingmen troop down the stairs 

and out into the rain; 

hurrah! 

Revolution! (The gentleness of the deer 
will never persuade the tiger from his leap. 
Strong as a million hands, 

what Bastille or Kremlin withstands us 
as we march, as we march?) 

Who minds the rain now? 

How bright the air is; 

how warm to be alive! 

No children 

in the hallways; 

the stores closed, 

not a motor-car; 

except for the rain, 

how quiet. 

Revolution! 

Hurry to the power-house; 

let the water out of the 

boilers! The wires of the lamps burn dimly, 
the lights in the houses 

are out. Tie the red flag to the chimney, 
but do not go through the streets, 
where the steel-helmets have woven nets 
of barbed wire; 

bring guns and machine-guns 

through the sewer 

to each beleaguered house; 

and send couriers throughout the land, 
Arise, arise, you workers! 

Revolution ! 


Put on your helmets; 

troopers, tighten the straps 
under your chins; 

strap on revolvers; 

tighten your belts, 

and mount your horses; mount! 
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Send bullets flying 

through the panes of glass— 

windows, mirrors, pictures; 

forward, trot! 

I am Fey, 

I am Prince Starhemberg; 

behind me is the Empire— 

the princes of Austria and the captains of Germany, 
armored tanks and armored aeroplanes, 
fortresses and battleships; 

before us only workingmen 

unused to arms and glory! 


The bones in his neck part as they hang him, 

and the neck is elongated; 

here is a new animal 

for the zoo in which are 

mermaid, centaur, sphynx, and Assyrian cherub— 
the face human, like their faces, 

but sorrowing for a multitude, 

hands and feet dangling 

out of sleeves and trousers become too short, 

and the neck a giraffe’s— 


as the neck of one who looks away from the 
patch of grass at his feet 


and feeds among clouds should be. 





Tell of it you who sit in the little cafes, 

drinking coffee and eating whipped cream 

among the firecrackers of witticisms; 

tell of it you who are free to gallop about on horseback 
or to ride in automobiles, or walk in gardens, 

who say, Do not speak of despondency— 

or any ugliness; 

“Wie herrlich leuchtet 

Mir die Natur! 

Wie glaenzt die sonne, 


Wie lacht die Flur!” 


Karl Marx Hof, Engels Hof— 
Liebknecht Hof, Mateotti Hof— 
names cut in stone to ornament a house 
as much as carving of leaves or fruit, 

as any bust of saint and hero; 

names pealing out a holiday among the ticking of clocks !|— 
speak your winged words, cannon; 
shell with lies, radios, 

the pleasant homes— 

the houses built about courtyards 

in which were 

the noise of trees and of fountains, 

the silence of statues and of flowers; 

cry out, you fascists, 

Athens must perish ! 

Long live Sparta! 








CHARLES REZNIKOFF. 
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REVISIONISTS and LABORITES 


S° MUCH heat and hatred have been genera- 

ted by the mutual opposition of Revisionism 
and Labor Zionism that the fundamental issues 
are in danger of being obscured. Recriminations 
and accusations fly back and forth and, as is the 
case in all controversies which involve emotions, 
before very long both sides accuse each other of 
almost identical actions and methods. The La- 
borities have time and again accused the Revi- 
sionists of instigating violence against the workers 
associated with the Histadrut. The Revisionists 
counter by quoting the very same incidents and 
charge the Histadrut with the offensive. The 
Laborites quote the atrocious songs which Revi- 
sionist children are taught to sing. One’s sensibili- 
ties are shocked by a characteristic phrase used by 
a young boy at the close of a letter to a friend, 
“with greetings on the murder of Arlosoroff”’. 
In turn, the Revisionists quote the song which, 
they maintain, was taught to the Laborite chil- 
dren early in 1933: ‘“The working youth will not 
fear to plunge knives into the hearts of the 
Betarim’”’. The Laborites resort to epithets and 
call the Revisionists ‘‘Fascists’’; and the Revision- 
ists retort with “Communists”. 


In such an atmosphere of tension and hysteria, 
it is no wonder that the masses of American 
Jews are at a loss to choose between the conflict- 
ing proposals of the two parties. It is high time 
for clarity and sobriety in the discussion of the 
vital issues involved. It is today even more vital 
than ever to set forth the differences clearly ir 
view of the recent efforts on the part of the World 
Zionist Organization to effect peaceful negotia- 
tions and the suspension of violence in the ranks. 


Revisionism maintains that the true objective 
of Zionist activity is the establishment of a po- 
litically sovereign Jewish state within the historical 
boundaries of the land of Israel. Revisionism 
further declares that this objective is the only 
legitimate heir of Herzl’s “Judenstadt”. We 
must first seriously challenge the implication that 
Herzl prescribed with finality and completeness 
the direction which Zionism should take. The 


association of the people of Israel with the land 
of Israel antedates Herzl by many centuries. 
The dream of a restored Palestine was not con- 
ceived at the end of the 19th century of the 
Common Era. It constituted a fundamental part 
of the intellectual and religious makeup of Jews 


e An Estimate 


throughout the whole period of the Diaspora. If 
we are to have some point of reference or source 
of authority for the character of the rebuilding of 
Palestine, we should choose the historic conception 
of Israel’s restoration rather than Herzl’s ‘“‘Ju- 
denstadt”. The historic compulsion that anima- 
ted thousands of Jews to sacrifice their lives and 
money in this enterprise could not have been cre- 
ated by the call whick Herzl issued, and similarly 
the kind of Erez Yisrael which they envisaged 
had its roots essentially in the conception of the 
redemption which emerged from their whole re- 
ligious and cultural heritage. Palestine occupied a 
definite place in the world outlook which involved 
a conception of human history and human destiny. 
According to this picture of the process of his- 
torical development, the redemption of the Jew- 
ish people through the instrumentality of the Mes- 
siah was to be the first step in the drama of world 
redemption. The Messianic era was conceived 
as a period of universal peace, justice and free- 
dom. These ideals would be realized under di- 
vine guidance in Palestine, and by the influence 
of that realization, would spread to the rest of 
the world. Thus the redemption of Israel was 
always identified with the establishment of a new 
order of society built upon the foundations of 
prophetic idealism. 


Now if Zionism is to be measured by any 
criterion, it must be measured by the criterion 
of its Messianic character. If there is to be any 
authority by which we evaluate Zionism, it must 
be the authority of this historic concept. The 
Revisionists compare their ideology with that of 
Herzl. The only legitimate comparison that 
should be made is the comparison of an ideology 
with that of the historic consciousness of the Jew- 
ish people. Labor Zionism makes the legitimate 
comparison, and when Labor Zionism emphasizes 
social justice and the establishment of a coopera- 
tive commonwealth in Palestine, it alone qualifies 
as the bearer of Jewish tradition. 


We have every reason, however, to consider it 
inadequate to rest this claim entirely upon ide- 
ological grounds. It is necessary therefore to 
supplement that claim with practical and realistic 
considerations. What is the situation? In all 
fairness, it must be realized that both the Labor- 
ites and the Revisionists agree that mass immi- 
gration is indispensable to assure the future of 
the Homeland. Both agree that self-determina- 
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tion must be achieved and that Palestine right- 
fully should include Transjordania. The Labor- 
ites concede that without capital the land cannot 
be developed to its fullest potentialities. Dis- 
agreement between them is entirely one of meth- 
od. The Revisionists maintain that it is impor- 
tant first to secure political rights, insisting that 
the specific type of economic setup may be deter- 
mined in the future. The Laborites maintain 
that the economic development of the land must 
be planned from the beginning, and that the po- 
litical status may be determined in the future. 
From this fundamental disagreement arise all 
corollary disputes. 

There are certain definite implications which 
may be drawn from the choice in emphasis made 
by each of the parties. We shall consider first 
the implications of the Revisionist point of view. 
When Revisionism declares that political rights 
are primary and that the character of economic 
development is secondary, we see reflected the 
typical phychology of a group whose interests dic- 
tate /aissez faire in economics, and “‘protection”’ 
in politics. This group is predominantly bour- 
geois, including for the most part property owners 
and all who engage in such economic activities 
as involve the employment of labor. Such a 
group naturally sees in Palestine great possibilities 
for economic aggrandizement, and will naturally 
resist any attempts to curtail the strengthening 
of their own economic position. {They have in- 
vested money and have assumed risks. ‘Their 
immediate concern is a return on their investments 
in the form of profits, and their immediate im- 
pulse is to keep expenses at a minimum. This 
causes them to prefer cheap labor, drawn from 
any available source. 

As a group they are also influenced by 
a deep attachment to Palestine and _ experi- 
ence patriotic sentiments about the Jewish 
people. Their national devotion seeks expression. 
Coming to their nationalism out of the background 
of their economic enterprises, they translate that 
national sentiment consciously or unconsciously 
into those terms which reflect their economic in- 
terests. It is thus that they advocate sovereignty 
and national independence. Swayed by all the 
emotional associations that go with the struggle 
for independence, they are persuaded that they 
are the only true patriots, that they alone seek 
the dignity and self-respect: of the nation, that 
they alone have the future of the Jewish people 
at heart, and they agitate for the establishment 
of a Jewish state. One might imagine that, after 
having waited two thousand years for Jewish 
statehood, they might have the patience to wait 
another decade or two. But this is clearly not 
the case, and they interpret their impatience as 
true patriotism, whereas really their impatience 
is only a reflection of their inarticulate fear that 
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they may not achieve the political protection which 
their economic interests require. 

Subconsciously, perhaps, they realize the true 
motives of their national demands and protest 
overmuch in order to disguise even from them- 
selves the exact nature of their purposes. This 
exaggerated protest accounts for their inordinate 
manifestations of national identity: their flags, 
their parades, their salutes, and all the rigamarole 
of mass demonstration which have tempted their 
critics to compare them with the Fascists of Ger- 
many and Italy. It is the same frenzied need 
for protection which accounts for their demand 
for a Jewish Legion. 

To carry the analysis further, it is the psy- 
chology of the growing bourgeoisie which impels 
them to argue for independence on the ground 
that a Jewish state could cooperate with British 
imperialist aims in the East. Revisionism offers 
Great Britain compensation for the loss of her 
Mandate by the assurance that this Jewish state 
would be a friendly ally in holding the empire 
together. This attitude represents in a very deep 
sense a kind of vicarious imperialism. Only a 
state which hopes some time in the future to en- 
gage in imperialistic activities will readily offer 
to cooperate with an imperialist power and to 
sympathize with the problems and ambitions of 
such a power. 

The internal attitudes of Revisionism point in 
the same direction as its projected foreign policy. 
It is impossible for the discerning observer to be- 
lieve that Revisionism’s intensive campaign 
against the Histadrut could have been provoked 
by even those episodes which they quote in con- 
demnation of Histadrut’s actions. More deeply 
underlying is the necessity for a disorganized or 
divided labor class. | We should not be deceived 
by the apparent solicitude which Revisionism dis- 
plays toward the workers whom it has enlisted. 
By organizing their workers, they are not pro- 
tecting them. They are merely creating two 
unions on the principle of ‘divide and rule’’, and 
it is unfortunate that those workers who have 
allied themselves with Revisionism are not per- 
spicacious enough to perceive the true character 
of this move. It should have been sufficient for 
them to have read Jabotinsky’s declaration sug- 
gesting the law to prohibit strikes (printed in the 
Hadassah News Letter for October 1934) to un- 
derstand that compulsory arbitration means not 
industrial peace but labor helplessness. 

Let us now analyze the implications of the 
Laborite contention that the economic develop- 
ment of the land must be planned from the 
beginning, and that the political status may be 
determined in the future. Labor Zionism has 


not ignored the experience of other nations. It 
has observed that in every other land, once indus- 
trialization has taken root, economic reforms are 
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almost impossible to achieve. When a state has 
won political independence, its sovereignty lies 
in the hands of the economically powerful and 
the evils of capitalism are extremely difficult to 
uproot. When rugged individualism builds a na- 
tion, prosperity is the immediate but not the last- 
ing condition. Sooner or later the system exper- 
iences crisis after crisis. Greater disparities arise 
between one class and another. Wealth becomes 
concentrated in the hands of a few, and only a 
violent civil war retrieves a balance and a more 
equitable distribution of wealth. Or else a Fascist 
dictatorship becomes ultimately the only resort. 


Labor Zionism sees clearly into the future of 
Palestine, on the basis of the tragic events of 
other people’s histories. It is only the economic 
set-up which can be planned, for this involves the 
internal relationships that exist within the nation. 
The political status will be determined by the 
economic stability of the country. It is sheer 
romanticism to imagine that demands for sov- 
ereignty will be recognized until the Yishub is 
powerful and firmly grounded. Labor Zionism, 
further, is too sophisticated and too familiar with 
the ways of imperialism to believe that Great 
Britain will be impressed with the promises of 
assistance. They know full well that the Arabs 
could make the same promises. But even more, 
Labor Zionism has no desire to perpetuate an 
imperialistic empire founded upon exploitation 
and oppression, nor does it cherish ambitions to 
become such an empire. 

The realistic understanding of the political sit- 
uation is equalled by Labor Zionism’s apprecia- 
tion of the Arab problem. It is not our function 
here to point out the conflicting statements which 
Revisionism has made concerning the Arabs, nor 
to attempt to reconcile Jabotinsky’s remark that 
the Arabs must either go back to the desert or 
into the sea, on the one hand, with the statements 
made by other spokesmen of the party that they 
do not desire to curtail the rights of any non- 
Jews in Palestine. We wish merely to make clear 
that Revisionism has been forced into an anoma- 
lous position in regard to the Arabs by its own 
anomalous stand on the entire question. On the 
one hand, Revisionism envisages the Arabs as a 
minority group in a Palestine which contains a 
majority of Jews. On the other hand, Revision- 
ists among the land owners and employers do 
not hesitate to create economic opportunities for 
Arab employment in their own enterprises which 
attract thousands of foreign (non-Palestinian) 
Arabs to the land. Revisionism further com- 


plicates the Arab situation by its persistent 

declarations that Palestine must be a “Jewish” 

state, thereby antagonizing not only the effendis 

who are opposed from the very beginning to the 

breakdown of their highly convenient feudal 
(Continued on page 29) 
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From Leon Blum and 
Emile Vandervelde 


Comrades §. Rubashow and B. Zuckerman: 


The Workers’ Organization of Palestine is sending you 
to America to inform Jewish workers of the ideas and 
work of the Histadrut—a labor enlightenment which the 
Histadrut has conducted for years. 

The Socialist Committee for Labor Palestine, created 
to support the Socialist-Zionist movement, does not doubt 
that your American efforts will be rewarded with great 
success. The work accomplished in all branches of labor 
by the working class of Palestine excites boundless en- 
thusiasm in all those for whom an ideal is not an empty 
word. 

The task of the Jewish working class is, at the moment, 
grave. On one side the catastrophic economic situation, 
on the other a brutal anti-semitism sweeping over Europe, 
of which Hitlerism is the most bestial form,—these make 
a large Jewish immigration to Palestine more imperative 
than ever. Efforts toward that end for the last two years 
have demonstrated tangible results; but they are still in- 
sufficient. The economic development of Palestine permits 
a larger immigration, and one better adapted to the tragic 
needs of the present. 

It is the duty of the whole world to encourage and 
facilitate a large Jewish immigration and colonization 
both into Palestine and Trans-Jordania, something that 
can be done not only without jeopardy to the Arab popu- 
lation but even to its profit, the avowed goal of the Jewish 
Workers’ Organization of Palestine. The mandatory 
power, faithful to the obligations incurred before the 
League of Nations, must facilitate immigration at this 
critical moment. Let her open widely to Jewish immi- 
grants the doors of Palestine—their only refuge. 

We well know“that the reactionary and Fascist move- 
ment which has captured several European countries has 
not left the Jewish people unaffected. It has found ex- 
pression in Revisionism, whose essential objective is to 
destroy the Jewish labor movement and the achievements 
of the Jewish working class in Palestine, in fact the very 
foundation of Zionism and the Jewish homeland. Against 
this opposition, and for having barred its way, the Hista- 
drut will always be honored. 

To fulfill its task—the creation of a homeland in Pales- 
tine based on labor and on an alliance with the Arab 
working masses—the Histadrut needs the active sym- 
pathies of the whole working class and of all Democracy. 
Their support in a large measure you already have—you 
will have all through your labor and enlightenment. 

The appeal which you are about to launch before the 
Jewish working class of America as well as before the 
Socialist masses of America will be warmly received. The 
leadership of the American Socialist Party will perceive 
the value of your ideal, and will bring to you with more 
energy and enthusiasm than heretofore, their valuable col- 
laboration in the great work for a homeland in Palestine 
which is, at the same time, Jewish and Socialist. 

Once more accept all our wishes for this fulfillment as 
we salute you in the cause of Socialism. 

(Signed) Leon Bivum, 
EMILE VANDERVELDE. 

Leon Blum, Louis De Brouckere, Ru. Breitscheid, Ab. 
Cahn, Cam. Huysmans, William Gillies, Georges Lans- 
bury, Susanne Lawrence, Jean Longuet, Gustave Moeller, 
M. Niedzialkovsky, Jan Oudegest, Pierre Renaudel, 
Walter Schevenels, D. Franz Soukup, Leo Troclet, 
Victor Tschernow, J. Tseretelli, Emile Vandervelde, 
V. Auriol, Col. Josiah Wedgewood, Louis Pierard, 
M. Jarblum. 
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JEW AND ARAB 


N PALESTINE I asked myself many times: 

have I told the truth about Palestine? Was 

I justified in claiming for years that we have not 

harmed the Arabs economically; that the Arabs 
were better off with us than without us? 

I made no scholarly study of the question. for 
that I had neither the time nor the specialist's 
knowledge. However, while traveling about the 
country—visiting towns and villages, houses and 
hovels, observing women and children—I came to 
an inescapable, no longer theoretical, conclusion: 
the closer an Arab settlement lay to the zone of 
Jewish colonization, the better fed and better 
housed were the inhabitants. The houses were 
cleaner and larger; the trees were more numerous. 
The stores more elaborate. The children were 
friendlier; Arab boys on bicycles and Arab-owned 
automobiles were seen more frequently. The re- 
verse was also true. The farther an Arab vil- 
lage was situated from a center of Jewish colon- 
ization, the more dirt and mud were visible; the 
larger the number of blind wrecks—men in rags 
and women in tatters. The hungry, bare-foot 
children suffered from sick, inflamed eyes; their 
camels were scrawny, the donkeys undersized— 
desert creatures without the romance of the desert. 

I discussed the subject with Jews, Englishmen 
and working-class Arabs with whom I had occa- 
sion to chat several times. The Jews confirmed 
my observation. The Englishmen brought dozens 
of additional examples; the Arabs made no denials 
whenever questions of fact, and not diplomacy 
were involved. Jews who had lived in the country 
almost half a century and had a romantic weak- 
ness for the Arabs, agreed with me. They agreed 
that the general well-being of the Arab had been 
increased, even though they were profoundly 
shocked to hear that friends had reproved me for 
driving with an Arab chauffeur from Haifa to 
Tel Aviv, or that a little Jewish boy in Jerusalem 
had called out “Arabi assur,” “the Arab is for- 
bidden”, when I was about to get a shoe-shine 
from an Arabian bootblack. 

Today the Arabs have more and better paid 
work; they have easier and humaner working con- 
ditions. No such change would have been possible 
without Jewish colonization. English officials, 


outwardly ultra-courteous, furnished me _ with 
handfuls of material which demonstrated how 
influential Jewish colonization had been in raising 
the economic standard of the Arab. However, to 
discourage me, they would say evasively: “But 
that’s not the problem; that’s not the difficulty in 
Arab-Jewish relations.” When I finally urged one 





such Englishman to speak up, he took out a fresh 
cigar, muttered what might have been ‘“‘you know’”’ 
or “I'll tell you’, and proceeded to tell me some- 
thing of his family troubles. His mother and 
elder brother lived somewhere in Australia. Their 
only income was a meager pension from the Eng- 
lish government, not enough to keep body and 
soul together. He, the Jerusalem official, had to 
support both because the older brother was a 
ne’er-do-well who spent his days at tennis. Two 
years ago he had passed a bad check. If not for 
the help of the Jerusalem brother, he would have 
been jailed. “And can you imagine’, said the 
English official, “that he never so much as sends 
me a card! Furthermore, this only brother of 
mine is my bitterest enemy and would be happy 
to hear that a Bedouin’s knife had dispatched me. 
He eats my bread but the good-for-nothing 
doesn’t wish to be beholden to me. Marxists, 
they tell me, believe only in economic motives. 
How idiotic! The lowest of the low seeks dignity 
above all else. If he doesn’t get it, he is prepared 
to destroy the whole world. I have told you a 
story. You can deduce the moral.” 

True enough, an old story with an old moral. 
Cain and Abel—economically equal! Had they 
been what the Englishman called ‘‘Marxists” they 
could have lived in peace—the one with his sheep; 
the other with his fields. But Cain also wanted 
his ‘dignity’ —that God should smile when he laid 
his sacrifice on the altar. An old story—Joseph 
and his brethren; Isaac and Ishmael; Jacob and 
Esau. The Esau problem is not simple. Richard 
Beer Hoffmann in his dramatic poem, ‘‘Jacob’s 
Dream” has revealed the full tragedy of being 
Esau. “Give me a pot of lentils; I am hungry. 
Take the birthright for the pottage.” But after 
the mess of pottage has been eaten, the hunger 
stilled, one is a man again. “I want my birth- 
right too.” Jacob seeks to persuade Esau that 
he does not need the birthright; that the difference 
between Jacob and Esau is not the difference be- 
tween greater and lower, but merely a difference 
in kind. But Esau is not persuaded—he wants 
what the Englishman calls “‘dignity”—the birth- 
right for himself and for his children. 

Is this the crux of the Arab-Jewish problem? 
My Englishman’s knowledge of Nietsche is slight; 
he has probably never heard of Alfred Adler, 
but I feel that he is right. Intuitively, he has 
grasped the essentials of the question. There are 
probably no absolute Jacob natures or Esau na- 
tures. The “nordic” theoreticians are pathologic- 
ally obsessed with the notion of superiority. Prob- 
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ably one is cast for the role of Jacob or Esau not 
so much because of spiritual differences as because 
of historic conditions. Nevertheless the time 
comes when Esau rebels against his state. If he 
cannot have the birthright, he does not want Jacob 
to have it either—or else, let Jacob have it at a 
distance so that Esau’s eyes will not grow sick 
with envy. 

Lenin understood this when, in the years of 
military communism, he bestowed a sense of “‘su- 
periority” on the wretched Russian worker. The 
Russian proletarian was hungry and cold. Instead 
of a pot of lentils, Lenin gave him a vision of 
a pot of meat in times to come. For years the 
worker’s chief gratification came from the new 
aristocratic rank he had secured during the revolu- 
tion. Hitler, too, understands the secret. He in- 
toxicated all German youth with a sense of ‘“‘su- 
periority” to erase the Esau stigma. Germany 
may have to forego the pot of lentils for years, 
but as long as the young men can march along 
the streets and believe that they are not inferior 
to France and that Europe is terrified, all is well. 

One can prove to an Arab in Palestine that 
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he has lost nothing through Jewish colonization. 
One can show him all the advantages that have 
accrued to him; one can persuade him that in the 
future he will profit still more from Jewish im- 
migration. He will understand and agree, but 
the Esau-worm will, nevertheless, gnaw at his 
heart. The mess of pottage is conceded, but 
where is the birthright? ‘Jacob says that he will 
not lord it over me. I believe him; I believe that 
he will not wish to lord it, that he will respect 
my rights—but his very existence is a violation of 
me, because Jacob reminds me, even through his 
benefactions, that he is Jacob and I am Esau— 
at any rate,—Esau for the time being.” 

Perhaps the problem of Jewish-Arab relations 
belongs to the realm of psychology rather than 
economics or politics. We must have good econ- 
omists and diplomats in Palestine. Our life with 
the Arabs, however, demands the presence of com- 
petent social physicians. The labor movement, 
above all, must discover the therapeutic measures 
which will heal the sore spots in the relations be- 
tween Jew and Arab. 

HAYIM GREENBERG 


Correspondence 


EXCERPT FROM THE CALL TO THE FIRST 
CONGRESS OF THE LEAGUE FOR 
LABOR PALESTINE 


‘TH reconstruction work of Jewish Labor in 
Palestine has long since transcended the nar- 
row boundaries of any party organization. The out- 
come of this work touches directly everybody who 
feels any responsibility for the renaissance move- 
ment of the Jewish people and its great social 
and liberating values. . . . Owing to the spread 
of reactionary tendencies in the world today, Jew- 
ish Labor in Palestine is confronted with a hard 
fight for its social achievements and its new forms 
of life. It is a fight for values, which are the 
pride of the Jewish colonization work in Palestine. 
. . . Let us mobilize the forces for the creation 
of a free Jewish Labor commonwealth in Pales- 
tine. ... All friends of Labor Palestine, irrespec- 
tive of party tradition, also all those who may 
not subscribe to the program of the Histadrut 
in every respect, will answer this earnest call, 
which comes in a trying and fateful time. 
(Signed) Albert Einstein,-Sholem Asch, Victor Basch, 
Martin Buber, Leon Blum, Max Brod, Julius Braunthal, 
Herman Badt, S. Dubnow, W. Latzki-Bertoldi, Fritz 


Naftali, Sigmund Freud, Leon Feuchtwanger, Arnold 
Zweig, A. B. Klerkofer. 


ALBERT EINSTEIN WRITES 


Sehr geehrter Herr: 
Ich danke Ihnen und den anderen Herren 
freundlich fuer meine Wahl zum National Asso- 


ciate. Diese Wahl freut mich umsomehr, als mir 
die Arbeiterschicht in Palestina als das Wichtigste 
am ganzen Aufbauwerk erscheint. . . . 
Besten erfolg fur Ihr interesantes Unter- 
nehmen und freundlichen Gruss 
Ihr 


Princeton, N. J. A. EINSTEIN 


o AN EXILED PROFESSOR WRITES 
ir: 

The awakening of the Jewish world at the 
present time is a most remarkable event of his- 
torical importance. More than ever before Jew- 
ish people in all countries, regardless of their 
language, begin to realize that they are members 
of one great family, that they are brothers, that 
by the force of events they cannot avoid sharing 
a common fate. To make this common fate a 
propitious one must be the main endeavor of all 
Jews, and every single individual in his particular 
sphere can help towards that aim. A new Jewish 
periodical of prominent rank imbued with the 
spirit of high responsibility, devoted to urgent 
present-day problems might become a powerful 
factor towards collecting the Jewish moral and 
intellectual forces. In the hope that the new 
“Jewish Frontier” will not only aspire to these 
ideals, but also become an active power in realiz- 
ing them, I welcome the new periodical and wish 
it a successful and honorable career. 

Dr. Huco LEIcHTENTRITT 
Harvard University 
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A COMMUNICATION 


(The following running comments were written by a 
German exile whose knowledge is derived from first hand 
experience with Mr. Zukerman’s subject. For reasons 
which those who know Fascist methods will understand, 
The Jewish Frontier must withhold the name of its cor- 
respondent.—T he Editors.) 


FOOTNOTES TO MR. WILLIAM ZUKER- 
MAN’S ARTICLE ON PAGE 9 OF THIS ISSUE. 


ET me begin by saying that Jewish firms are afraid 
to oppose the cells in their organizations because any 
move they make is easily detected. The leaders of the 
Labor Front sometimes “get interested” in a special firm 
and force it quite suddenly to acquiesce in a program con- 
veniently overlooked before. Nobody dares arouse this 
special interest, and thus every cell-leader is a little Adolf 
Hitler to his employers. He must be treated with kid 
gloves. 

What Mr. Zukerman says about the firing of Jewish 
employees by Jewish employers was true also in the case 
of the Leiser firm, a large concern with stores throughout 
Berlin. The Jewish owners here were among the first 
to discharge their Jewish workers and to replace them 
with Gentiles. —The Wertheim house (of baptised Jews), 
owners of such large department stores as Tietz, did the 
same. The interesting and rueful point to be made, how- 
ever, is that Jewish consumers have not remedied the situa- 
tion. They continue to patronize favorite shops, doing 
little or nothing to help their own people whose economic 
plight is so desperate. Eventually, the Tietz concern also 
had to leave its business. The control of this old house 
is now entirely in the hands of the Nazis. 

On the matter of suing for wages there is this to be 
said: some Jewish employees who sued did win their 
cases and did receive a certain amount of money. But 
so far as I know no one was ever re-employed. There 
have been stories of brave German employers who have 
struggled against terrific odds, with their own cells, in an 
effort to keep their Jewish workers. 

It might be interesting to make note of another matter 
which troubles the Jewish worker in Germany, that of 
health insurance. The average German employee is 
forced, in addition to many taxes such as unemployment 





From the III Reich in Caricature 


“STERILIZE HIM, HIS GRANDFATHER HAS EATEN A JEW 
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help, unemployment insurance, citizen’s tax, bachelor tax, 
to pay a rather large percentage for his own health in- 
surance every month. In former times this meant that 
the insured person could choose any one of thousands of 
doctors and dentists who practised for Krankenkassen. 
The Government paid the doctor only a few marks for 
treatment, but the mass of patients who came made up 
for the small fee. Some of the most important doctors 
belonged to these Kassen. The patient paid nothing for 
treatment, with the exception of a few cents for a certifi- 
cate of illness and for the prescription. He could have 
hospital care free if he needed it and could even be sent to 
a convalescent home. Now all that has changed. Though 
Jewish employers are still forced to pay fees each month, 
they can no longer choose their doctors. Most Jewish 
physicians have been ousted. ‘The insurance authorities 
still take the money willingly, of course, but Jewish 
doctors are simply no longer available. 

The real tragedy lies elsewhere, however. We who 
just arrived from Germany have come with the second 
wave of immigration. The first hysterical rush is over. 
Germans and Jews who leave now do so not because of 
terror, or force, but because it seems the only way out 
of a blind and bitter passageway hermetically sealed at 
one end. Many exiles from Germany are actually leaving 
their jobs to go. This means leaving without a penny. 
Even if permission is received from the Foreign Exchange 
Authority, one’s money is not released in the end. The 
crucial, the vital reason why so many young people are 
leaving Germany today is that something has happened 
to the central focus of their lives. ‘There is no future 
for Jews and half-Jews, and the latter are even more 
desolate than the former. They are disowned by Jew 
and Gentile alike. If Jews and half-Jews lose their jobs, 
no new ones are available, for, as Mr. Zukerman points 
out, they are not members of the Labor Front. If, trying 
to solve their problem, they marry, they must face the 
realization, shameful and degrading, that their children 
will always be regarded as illegitimate. They will be 
unable to go to school without being insulted; only a few 
will be able to attend college; only a few will find work, 
even in Jewish businesses. No Jew in Germany believes 
that the whole nation has suddenly gone mad and anti- 
semitism. Deep neighborly ties do not dissolve so easily. 


(Continued on page 37) 
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BOOKs 


e ON WALDO FRANK 


T WOULD be easy for anyone to remark the flaws in 
Waldo Frank’s new novel.* David Markand is a 
straw man; one sees too clearly the wires that contrive 
to make him fall in and out of love, and here one sees 
again the machinery of a familiar logic that slowly closes 
the office doors of a business career behind him and guides 
him to the street-—away from wife, from children and a 
respectable position in society. That device has been used 
before in Moon and Sixpence and has followed its 
course down through the novels of Sherwood Anderson. 
Some readers have said that Frank begins where Mau- 
gham and Anderson leave off, yet even this defense does 
little more than prove that the entire structure of the 
novel is artificial and, I suspect, outmoded. 

It would be easier still to see the merits of “David 
Markand,” to reply that the story does not matter. If 
David Markand does not exist for us, so much the better. 
A number of his ideas are worth discussion as products of 
a disintegrating society, a “literary” circle, that was the 
first to receive the impact of a world-wide post-war dis- 
ease, a disease which demanded a panacea, not tomorrow 
or the next day, but mow—and any cure would satisfy 
the insistence of that demand. Waldo Frank in America 
and John Middleton Murry in England offer us a parallel 
case. Both men today remain restless, unresolved in mid- 
dle age—and both have leaped, as though across a dark 
chasm of Freud and “The Machine Age,” into Com- 
munism. 

Murry has written of God, and Frank about a sense 
of the “Whole”; Murry has done his “Keats” and “Shake- 
speare,”’ and Frank his “Virgin Spain” and “America 
Hispana.” The sum total of both excursions has been 
about the same. One knows vaguely what Murry means 
when he writes of God and when he writes of Christ 
and tries to identify himself with the image he has in 
mind. Ina similar fashion we know what Waldo Frank 
means when he says: ‘““Wholeness is one in life as in let- 
ter, with holiness and health. Wholeness must be both 
personal and social in order to be either. Individual man 
cannot achieve his health unless he live, consciously within 
a Whole that holds all life.’ That ‘“Wholeness” for 
which he is trying to find a word is in the vision of Isaiah: 
“For the Lord shall comfort Zion; he will comfort all 
her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like 
Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy 
and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the 
voice of melody.” There is, of course, a world of differ- 
ence between the two expressions of the same idea. The 
poetry of the second is impressive, and one sees the vision, 
but, at this point let me quote a “poetic” passage from 
Frank’s “Re-Discovery of America’’: 

“Why, since Europe is of this life that I have studied, 
and since I have known her loveliness, dwelt in her com- 
posures, drunk her human wine, is Europe not aglow in 
my pages? And why, since I see America a spring field 
of flowers—wild, thorned, gardened—flowers that riot 


*THE DEATH AND BIRTH OF DAVID MARK- 
AND, by Waldo Frank. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
$2.75. 


their inharmonious songs under a mystic sky that gathers 
them together, have I, in this book, confined myself to the 
soil and rock beneath.” .. . 

My complaint against Frank is not that he has occupied 
himself with conjuring a vision, or that his vision has led 
him to follow in the footsteps of Isaiah, Freud, and later, 
Marx and Engels. At various moments he appears to be 
on the side of the demi-gods and the embattled angels 
and I do not question the instinctive wisdom of his choice. 
No more than I would question Murry’s laudable desire 
to be another Jesus. But the way he makes his statement 
always throws an uneasy shadow across the page and 
that shadow enters the content of what he has to say. We 
can’t believe that someone who has “drunk her (Europe’s) 
human wine” is going to confine himself to “soil and 
rocks” ; the gesture, quite aside from its abuse of a “poetic” 
vocabulary, is too histrionic and lacks a moral as well as 
an esthetic focus. The entire vision is like a blurred, 
“arty” photograph; and whether the picture is of America 
(“she is no light o’ love to be wooed, dallied with, re- 
viled, enjoyed, exploited”) or Russia (where we go to 
escape “a mere bog of personal lusts”) or Marx or Isaiah 
or David Markand, the same soft focus narrows the pros- 
pect of religious conversion into participation in a cult. 
We know that Murry satisfied a betrayal of Christ by 
worship of D. H. Lawrence and then betrayed Lawrence 
by re-embracing Christ (see Son of Woman) and now all 
are betrayed (including Marx) by a conversion to Com- 
munism. The same instinct for betrayal is evident through- 
out the history of David Markand; he must kill his vari- 
ous selves to be born again; he cannot build upon his past, 
but must destroy first, the business man, then the farmer, 
then the Utopian Socialist—for what? To know that 
Marx and Engels have written the terms of a new con- 
version in the Communist Manifesto. 

Let us admit that the desire behind Frank’s new con- 
version is laudable, but the fact that he eludes the dis- 
cipline to make his novel seem other than artificial is 
again a sign of blindness that throws a dark shadow across 
the page. We believe that Markand is dead, killed off 
before he reaches middle age. We believe that the partial 
cause for death (in the case of a morally blind or weak 
man) may be found in the corruption of capitalist post- 
war and now pre-war society. But whether Markand can 
be pulmotored back to life is a matter of doubt that Frank 
leaves unresolved. I am made too well aware of the cor- 
ruption which surrounds his resurrection. 


Horace GREGORY. 


A NEW VERSION OF JUDAISM 


JUDAISM AS 4 CIVILIZATION: Toward a Recon- 
struction of American-Jewish Life, by Mordecai M. 
Kaplan. The Macmillan Co. $5.00. 


R. KAPLAN has comprehensively stated a cogent 
theory of Jewish life. Whether or not it is accepted 
beyond the sphere of his personal influence or reaches 
the audience to which it is addressed, Dr. Kaplan’s book 
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constitutes the first attempt by an American thinker to 
grapple with the increasing dilemmas of American Jewry, 
and to present a concrete program for the reorganization 
of our communal life. 

The theory is no longer novel. It has been elaborated 
by the author during the past fifteen years, notably in a 
series of essays in The Menorah Journal and The S.A.J. 
Review. And it may be summarized simply: the majority 
of Jews conceive Judaism to be a religion; others, a cul- 
ture. It is more, says Dr. Kaplan; it is a civilization. 
And the Jews? They are neither a race nor a religious 
community nor a nationality. ‘They are ‘“‘an international 
nation with its home in Palestine.” (p. 251.) 

‘The process by which Dr. Kaplan has reached this point 
of view—he wisely eschews that pretentious blind, “‘phil- 
osophy’’—has required deep thought, serious study and a 
long period of practical experience with Jewish groups 
and institutions. He discovered that modern Jewry is 
suffering from moral and national homesickness, that as 
a result of the assaults of the Machine and Power Ages, 
which have demolished the foundations of the social struc- 
ture ot Jewish life, we are faced with a crisis of unpre- 
cedented proportions: 

“It is by no means a foregone conclusion that Judaism 
in America is destined to live. It all depends upon what 
the Jews of this and the next generation will do. Already 
the maelstrom of life is about to tear up Judaism by the 
roots, and nothing less than a heroic effort will prevent 
it from being swept away completely. If Jewish endeavor 
be merely haphazard and impelled by blind habit, Juda- 
ism’s day in America is done. But, if that endeavor be 
directed by an alert intelligence and a high idealism, Juda- 
ism will live. ‘he passive and inert faith in the continued 
existence of Judaism is about as reasonable as the con- 
clusion that, because a man has managed to attain the 
age of ninety, he is certain to live to a hundred. If Jews 
will not take heed, Judaism will meet the fate of the 
Chinese emperor who died from an overdose of the elixir 
of immortality.” 

‘This passage exhibits the realism and objectivity with 
which he attacks an immense problem. In a brilliant criti- 
que of the current religious versions of Judaism, he proves 
their inadequacy and inner contradictions, showing that 
“the most vital issues |Zionism, Antisemitism, communal 
organizations, Jewish education] which confront the Jew 
today do not even figure in the theoretic background of 
Neo-Orthodoxy, Reformism and their variants” (p. 174). 
Consequently, we need another version of Judaism which 
is more comprehensive, more relevant, more significant: 
—the cultural version of Judaism as a civilization. In 
explaining his use of the word “civilization,” Dr. Kaplan 
finds it necessary to resort to linguistic subtleties (‘‘other- 
ness” and “unlikeness”) by which he justifies his de- 
parture from the more common usage of the word to indi- 
cate a larger pattern of states, cultures, histories, etc. 
When he informs us that “Judaism as otherness (i.¢., as a 
civilization) . . . includes that nexus of a history, litera- 
ture, language, social organization, folk sanctions, stand- 
ards of conduct, social and spiritual ideals, esthetic val- 

” and elaborates these “constituent elements of 
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Judaism as a civilization,” he is describing the objective 
factors that constitute a “nationality,” or in the term- 
inology of recent literature, a “national minority.” The 
implications of the status accorded to the Jews in the 
Peace Treaties, in the Palestine Mandate and in Soviet 
Russia is precisely that of a national minority with vary- 
ing political and social status in different countries. It is 
questionable—and Dr. Kaplan’s survey and analysis of 
the present state of Judaism seems to bear out the observa- 
tion—whether we can claim that Judaism, even when we 
include the more subjective factors operative in Jewish 
life, is more than a folk culture which is made by tradi- 
tion and social interaction. 

To readers of this periodical, and to reflective Jews in 
general, certain elements in the proposal for a “creative 
Judaism” and certain of its implications are vital. Since 
we are to view Jewish life in its totality, the axes of the 
Jewish communtiy must revolve, not about the congre- 
gation, but the community as a whole. The Bet Am and 
the Kehillah must replace the diversified religious and 
social units which exist now, and the community must 
be responsible for its individual members. Not merely 
a moral responsibility, but ‘the economic security of every 
Jew, who is willing to work, should be as much a part of 
the communal care and responsibility as is the possession 
of shelter and food and clothing for those who have been 
reduced to destitution” (p. 290). How this is to be done, 
Dr. Kaplan does not intimate. The suggestion implies 
that the Jewish community, having adopted the proposed 
theory of Jewish life, will have at its disposal means of 
providing economic security which it lacks at present. It 
further implies an economic imperium in imperio. But 
American Jewry will suffer the economic fate of Amer- 
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ica; its economic security will be assured, not by com- 
munal reorganization, but by the attainment, through the 
cooperation of all groups, of an economic order based on 
security. Even if this depended upon those “who are at 
the helm of Jewish affairs,’ as Dr. Kaplan believes it 
does, there are few who would agree that they possess the 
“imagination, social vision and intelligence’ which he 
properly feels are a sine qua non. 

Dr. Kaplan proposes an elaborate, almost breath-taking 
program of Jewish education. For Jews who wish their 
tradition to function in the modern world, this type of 
program, perhaps with minor modifications, is ineluctible. 
Yet the experience of Jewish education in this country 
during the past thirty or forty years proves the imprac- 
ticability of a maximal type of educational program, un- 
less there be a system of Jewish parochial schools in the 
elementary and high school grades. The wisdom of such 
schools is a question for long discussion, but their estab- 
lishment seems to me an inevitable corrolary to Dr. Kap- 
lan’s thesis. 

Where are we to draw the line between our responsi- 
bilities as Jews to the Jewish community, and our obliga- 
tions to such non-Jewish groups and organizations as 
are battling for a better world? This is not a theoretical 
question. I have heard it asked again and again by in- 
telligent, conscious Jews who feel that a complete sur- 
render of themselves to Jewish life and institutions would 
localize their energies, and perhaps delay the consumma- 
tion of social ideals which are shared by the community at 
large. ‘The development of Old Age Pensions is a case 
in point. Enactment of Old Age Pension acts in state 
legislatures, was not brought about by the powerful pri- 
vate Jewish philanthropic agencies, but by a small far- 
sighted group under the leadership of Abraham Epstein. 
Now Dr. Kaplan recognizes that “Jewish life will sur- 
vive not as a result of passive adaptation to the status quo, 
but of identification with those movements which are in- 
tended to increase the measure of freedom, justice and 
peace in the world” (my italics) (p. 232) ; he further be- 
lieves that it is in Torah, or the Jewish “national civiliza- 
tion,” or, shall we say, in Judaism as a civilization, that 
not only the individual Jew but the world will climb 
within view of the summit of human perfection: “Only 
when the nations adopt the educational ideal embodied in 
the Torah will they evolve the economic and political in- 
stitutions that will make for justice and righteousness.” 
This is a forthright answer to our question; it states a 
noble mission for Jewry. But even though we may agree 
that the Jews, because of their position as a minority, are 
the embodiment of a decisive political idea (i.e., state 
democracy and heterogeneity), it is difficuly to assent to 
a greater Jewish capacity for social idealism than that 
of other suppressed or persecuted minorities. The quest 
for universal truth may be made within and through our 
cultural tradition, but the attainment of social and eco- 
nomic security will be achieved by working hand in hand 
w:.th other groups in our country, which are aiming at 
that cherished goal. 

Dr. Kaplan has used a sharp knife of criticism to lay 
bare the bowels of American Jewry, but the operation 
has not been a complete success. Maybe a few other sur- 
geons will get busy? LEO W. SCHWARZ. 


COMEDY OF REDEMPTION 
DI GEULAH KOMEDIE (Der Golem Cholemt) 
by H. Leivick. Published by L. M. Stein. 
HE publication of Leivick’s Di Geulah Komedie is 
a noteworthy event in Yiddish literature. Leivick is 
not only the preeminent living Yiddish poet but he is one 
of the truly significant poets of our time. He is among 


the few authors in contemporary literature who have 





JEWIsH FRONTIER 


brought to bear poetic insight and imaginative vision upon 
the social and metaphysical problems lying at the roots of 
our civilization. 

Between the composition of Der Golem and Di Geulah 
Komedie more than a decade has intervened. In Di Geulah 
Komedie Leivick resumes the theme of Der Golem and 
tries to suggest a solution. Di Geulah Komedie is more 
consistent in conception, more architectonic in structure, 
though not quite so musical in movement and vivid in 
imagery. The sub-title of Di Geulah Komedie is Der 
Golem Cholemt (the golem dreams), and this is the leit- 
motif of the poem. The golem’s dream is a yearning that 
was aroused as he beheld for the interval of a single lucid 
moment the Messiah—the bleeding wanderer—when the 
Maharal was driving him into the desert. The dreaming 
of the golem—Leivick tells us—is not merely a dramatic 
device. It is part of his ens and essentia. He arises but 
continues to dream; he sets forth, and the Messiah is re- 
vealed. Dream suffuses reality. Similarly Keats wrote in 
a letter: ‘““The Imagination may be compared to Adam’s 
dream—he awoke and found it truth.” For generations 
the golem had slept with this longing as his pillow. For 
centuries the seed of the ideal was maturing in the physi- 
cal. If, as Santayana says, the natural should have an 
ideal fulfillment and the ideal should have a natural 
basis; if, as Dewey says “spirit is the moving function of 
that of which soul is the substance,” it was at the moment 
when he perceived the presence of the Messiah that the 
golem became a soul and began his destined march from 
nature to spirit. The golem, Yosele, longs for the 
Messiah, for Chanina, the giver of peace, love, light. 


But the path to Chanina (whose very name means love, 
compassion, peace, serenity, beauty) is neither straight nor 
easy, and Yosele flounders. Leivick weaves his poem, 
out of a profound, psychological Jewish folk-myth—the 
myth of the two Messiahs: Maschiach ben Yosef and 
Maschiach ben David. At the beginning of the drama 
Magog has conquered Gog and imprisoned ben Yosef. 
The reign of Magog, however, is transitory, and ben 
Yosef is universally acclaimed as the redeemer of man- 
kind. But after having obtained undisputed sway, ben 
Yosef, too, succumbs to the lure of power and, urged on 
by Lilith, rules with sword, fire and hate. When ben 
David, the true redeemer, appears, ben Yosef commands 
him upon pain of death, to depart, and ben David (who 
has grown more earthly in Di Geulah Komedie), cogni- 
zant of the two cosmic schliches remains to endure at the 
hands of ben Yosef all the agony of humanity. And then 
the long-awaited day of the true Messiah comes. But 
on the day of glory the true Messiah must extinguish 
in his own heart the peace, love and light he has brought 
mankind. He, too, must raise a sword. 


Upon the pages of Di Geulah Komedie vibrate the 
issues confronting the sensitive spirits of our time—the 
men and women who actively or vicariously identify them- 
selves with the oppressed in their struggle for bread, 
light and freedom. Because these men and women have 
seriously reflected upon the processes and culture-patterns 
of history, they are constrained to accept, in some form 
or other, the doctrine of the necessity of social revolution 
as an instrument for the total reconstruction of the politi- 
cal and economic order. But since they are motivated by 
ideals beyond economics and sociology, since they believe 
in things of the spirit, they accept revolution with anguish 
in their hearts, wit a realization of its tragic implications, 
with a fervent desire like that of Euripides who pleaded 
“not to make their judgments blind.” 

Di Geulah Komedie is a magnificent contribution to 
Yiddish poetry and drama. Leivick’s method is not that 
of definition and analysis. He creates characters; he 
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projects symbols; he transforms ideas into images and 
thought into music. Di Geulah Komedie is no mere 
cosmic chiaroscuro; it is not a study in black and white. 
Ben Yosef and ben David are superbly portrayed; they 
are antipodal and yet they are akin. Ben Yosef is actuated 
by instincts too ancestral, too deeply racial, to be easily 
surmounted. When he enters the prison to face the tor- 
tured ben David, he knows that ben David is really the 
victor and himself the vanquished. Ben David is firm 
and clear—a statue fashicned, as it were, out of con- 
centrated light. Lilith, the arch-hater of ben David, and 
Dvoirel who loves him with infinite tenderness, represent 
the antithetic elements in the two Messiahs. Yosele, the 
incarnation of elemental force in Der Golem, now dreams 
of the Messiah and through sorrow and suffering finally 
assumes his very face and form. There is a beautiful 
Greek legend that from the smile of Dionysus sprang the 
Olympian gods, and from his tears sprang man. Armilus 
and the executor, one the prophet, and the other the per- 
former of the inevitable, are cast of one piece, but not, 
like ben David, out of light, but rather of stone. 
ISRAEL KNOX. 


RISING HEBREW POET 


TZOR VIRUSHOLAYIM, by Matithiohu Shoham. 
Dvir Publishing Company. Tel Aviv. 1933. 


HEN the Palestinian newspapers some time ago 

carried the story that Matithiohu Shoham was the 
recipient of the Bialik prize for the best poetic contribu- 
tion of the year, there was little surprise among the ini- 
tiates. Bialik’s admiration for Shoham was well known 
among literary circles in Palestine. Not only did Bialik’s 
Dvir publish the poem, in itself a rare distinction to con- 
fer upon a young poet, but the enthusiasm with which it 
was announced constituted a departure from the dignified 
moderation of the Dvir. 


What, then, is the nature of this prize piece? It is a 
poetic drama in three acts entitled, Tzor Virushalayim 
(Tyre and Jerusalem). Like the two previous dramas 
by the same author, Jericho (1924), Balaam (1925), it 
is written in blank verse and deals with ancient life in 
Canaan. Like its predecessors, too, the author has here 
pitted two opposing forces, one against the other, in an 
unrelenting, unflagging encounter. Here it is Phoenicia 
versus Palestine, earthly splendor versus moral austerity. 
Queen Jessebel symbolizes the one; Elijah the Tishbite 
symbolizes the other. The struggle begins in the pro- 
logue where Jessebel, the virgin, is about to offer her 
virginity to the Goddess of Astoreth. In the shadow of 
the Phoenician Temple, the image of Elijah, the ascetic 
and negator, appears. Of all the wooing princes, it is he 
alone who kindles the royal maiden. This early infatua- 
tion leads to the haunting resolve of Jessebel to conquer 
Elijah. All intermediate stages in the drama, proceeding 
unwaveringly to its tragic denouement, are concerned 
with Elijah’s disciples, Elisha and Michayo. They are 
to be the stepping stones through whom she hopes to gain 
access to him, the object of her life’s passion. But he 
has other concerns. Injustice is rampant in the land; 
kings are iniquitous; rulers are self-seeking and false 
prophets are pampering the greed of princes. 


The most tragic figure in the play is King Ahab. He 
is being ground between these two overwhelming forces 
which are utterly out of his control. In the life of Jes- 
sebel, his wife, he figures hardly at all, while the prophet, 
Elijah, looks down upon him, as though he and not Ahab 
Ahab’s character and his pathetic 


were the true ruler. 
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role somehow achieve a symbolic starkness and evoke a 
fated man caught helplessly in the maelstrom of ungovern- 
able impulses. 

While most of the characters and episodes are Biblical, 
the author has taken considerable liberty with his subject, 
altering both persons and events to suit the contingencies 
of plot. Oriental wisdom is represented by the wander- 
ing scholar, Achikur, an invention of the author and a 
grotesquely complex figure, combining the cynic, the jes- 
ter, and the lecherous senile. 

While Tyre and Jerusalem represents an advance over 
his earlier works, in at least one aspect it falls short of 
Jericho. It lacks the compactness of the former and its 
rapid mounting towards climax. 


Aside from the pure elements of drama, Shoham’s 
works have a three-fold distinction which impinges con- 
sciously or unconsciously upon the attention of its readers. 
One is his masterly use of blank verse. The iambic 
pentameter has never before been used quite as effectively 
in the Hebrew language. Bialik’s Dead in the Wilder- 
ness might have been even a greater masterpiece than it 
is, had Bialik wielded his metre with greater technical 
skill. Its amphibrachic hexameters still march with the 
monotonous, unbroken regularity from one line to an- 
other, just as blank verse was written in the days of the 
Early of Surrey. Shoham knows the secret of both pat- 
tern and variation in rhythm, and the Hebrew reader 
follows this desperate struggle between the two elements 
of expression with an awareness never before achieved in 
the reading of Hebrew blank verse. Shoham has dis- 
covered some new and unexploited possibilities in the 
Biblical style. Without quoting a single phrase from the 
Bible, he still manages with the help of some character- 
istic, quite elusive and often even archiac usage to evoke 
the flavor of its ancient portions. Hhe thus achieves two 
purposes, avoids the conventions so frequent in Biblical 
style and recreates the remote, Canaanitish atmosphere 
that he desires. Lastly, is complete mastery of the geog- 
raphy as well as of the cults and cultures of the Bible 
lands and their peoples enables him to cast the lure of the 
exotic upon his pages. Shoham is a coming force in 


Hebrew literature. 


A. H. FRIEDLAND. 


REVISIONISTS AND LABORITES 
(Continued from page 22) 


system, but also the masses of Arabs whose na- 
tionalistic and religious sensibilities are easily 
aroused. Labor Zionism, on the contrary, under- 
stands that prosperity at the expense of Arab ex- 
ploitation must necessarily be shortlived. Sooner 
or later, the Arab laborer will come to see that the 
wealth which he produces is going into the hands 
of Jews who do not take his future into considera- 
tion. Consequently, Arab-Jewish peace can come 
only through the education of Arab workers and 
the raising of Arab standards. 


It is furthermore difficult to understand how 
Revisionism can square its overstressed patriotism 
with its readiness to ally itself with certain groups 
of Jewish capitalists who employ cheap Arab la- 
bor and discriminate against Jewish organized 
labor. If Revisionism were honestly concerned 
with building up the nation, it would look to the 
growth of a strong consuming class of Jews who 
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would enjoy economic security and make possible 
the need for ever increasing immigration. Re- 
visionism’s present course—the support it offers 
to Jewish employers advocating the principle of 
‘‘mixed labor” with the admitted purpose of weak- 
ening the position of the Jewish organized work- 
ers—reduces the possibilities of Jewish employ- 
ment, limits the actual absorptive capacity of the 
country and furnishes the Mandatory Administra- 
tion with an “excuse” in its tendency to curtail 
Jewish immigration. 

Labor Zionism may be said to have the nation 
truly at heart. Its nationalism is less demonstra- 
tive, less pretentious, but infinitely more realistic 
and morally sound. Unlike organized labor any- 
where in the world, the Histadrut strives con- 
stantly to make room for more workers, knowing 
full well that a continuing immigration means 
sharing employment opportunities. 

In sum, therefore, it may be said that Revision- 
ism and Labor Zionism are both maximalists in 
their aspirations toward the establishment of a 
self-determining Jewish comonwealth in Palestine, 
but their methods are diametrically opposed. Be- 
neath the welter of epithets and accusations, the 
issues may be clearly drawn. Revisionism seeks 
political guarantees at once, and a postponement 
of the choice of a specific and permanent economic 
structure. Labor Zionism regards it dangerous to 
put off economic planning and maintains that the 


(Continued on Page 41) 











FOR JEWISH HOLIDAYS 
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GAMATED LETTERS OF CREDIT and 

DRAFTS are accepted in PALESTINE. For 

further information, kindly write or visit the 

TRAVEL DEPARTMENT of: 


THE AMALGAMATED BANK 
OF NEW YORK 
11-15 Union Square New York, N. Y. 
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planting, organized by the Histadruth 
in Palestine (Incorporated in accordance 
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YAKHIN accepts contracts for planting 


and preparing orange groves until they 
bear fruit. 


YAKHIN helps individuals and groups in 
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NEWS FROM ‘THE FRONTIER 


PALESTINE 


“THOUSAND FAMILY PLAN” 


(THE Palestine Economic Corporation reports 

that it has begun the construction of the bal- 
ance of 446 houses and farm buildings for work- 
ers in eleven agricultural settlements, of which 
284 houses have already been completed. This 
housing project (the largest in point of numbers 
ever undertaken in Palestine) is part of a settle- 
ment scheme more popularly known as the ‘“Thou- 
sand Family Plan’’. 

The aim of the so-called ““Thousand Family 
Plan” is to enable agricultural workers employed 
in the older colonies of the Sharon to become in- 
dependent small holders. The Jewish National 
Fund supplies ten dunams of land per family on 
its usual leasehold terms. The Palestine Econ- 
omic Corporation builds and finances a concrete 
house, barn and chicken coop, and supplies a cen- 
tral water installation for household and irriga- 
tion purposes. Credits for the development of 
a small orange grove are extended by the Pales- 
tine Workers Plantation Company (founded by 
the Palestine Emergency Fund and a_ public 
spirited English Jewish family). 

Two types of settlement have been evolved, one 
known as the “‘full settlement plan and the other 
as the “gradual” settlement plan. In the “grad- 
ual” settlement plan, each worker receives two 
and a half dunams of irrigated land on which are 
located his house, farm buildings and kitchen gar- 
den. Cows and chickens are provided. The Jew- 
ish National Fund holds in reserve for each settler 
seven and a half dunams of citrus land which will 
be turned over to the settler as soon as he is in 
a position to develop an orange grove. In the 
“full” settlement plan, each settler receives the 
reserve land of seven and a half dunams imme- 
diately and the credits for the development of the 
grove. There will be 168 settlers in the “full” 
and 278 in the “gradual” settlement plans. These 
new workers settlements are located near Petach 
Tikvah, Rehoboth, Ness Ziona, Magdiel, Raa- 
nana, Kfar Saba, Tel Mond, Herzlia and Karkur. 

Each settler participates with £P31 in cash or 
labor. The Palestine Economic Corporation ad- 
vances credits for the houses, farm buildings, and 
water, and the Plantation Company advances the 
loans for household farming and plantation devel- 
opment. The repayment of the Palestine Econ- 


omic Corporation’s loans is spread over 15 years 
and the monthly installments (about $6.50) are 


less than the usual rental each settler has had 
to pay for one room or a wood hut. 

By providing a worker with a household, farm- 
yard (cows, chickens, irrigated kitchen garden, 
etc.), an invisible income is created which stands 
the worker in good stead during temporary peri- 
ods of unemployment. Independent small holders 
are thus established, assuring a permanent and 
reliable supply of Jewish workers in the orange 
belt. 

The Palestine Economic Corporation has in- 
vested in these and other agricultural workers’ 
settlements an aggregate sum of somewhat over 
$450,000. 


ON THE IMMIGRATION FRONT 


ACCORDING to figures of the Immigration 
Department of the Jewish Agency, the Halutz 
Organizations abroad comprise over 120,000 
members, of whom 30,000 are undergoing the 
course of preliminary agricultural training incum- 
bent upon every prospective Halutz immigrant to 
Palestine. In Poland alone, including Galicia, 
there are over 700 Halutz Training Centres. 
More than 8,000 Jewish artisans and skilled work- 
men in Poland are organized in a special Halutz 
Society, ‘“Haoved”. These candidates for immi- 
gration need no technical training but they are 
taught Hebrew and instructed regarding condi- 
tions in Palestine. In addition to the Halutzim, 
many thousands of prospective immigrants undex 
other categories are registered in the Palestine 
Offices. According to figures of the Jewish Agen- 
cy, more than 65,000 persons, excluding their 
families, have applied for labor immigration per- 
mits to Palestine. The new suburb for German 
immigrants, Kiriat Bialik, will be situated in the 
western part of Haifa Bay. The Keren Kayem- 
eth has allotted 600 dunams in Haifa Bay for this 
colony. Adjoining the suburban settlement of the 
German Jews, 25 families are to be settled on 
an agricultural basis. Each family is to receive 
20 dunams of irrigated land from the Keren 
Kayemeth, 2! dunams of which will be on a 49 
year lease, and the balance on a 20 year lease. 
Of the 19 settlers who have already signed con- 
tracts, the majority are young people who have 
had some agricultural training. 
According to figures of the Department for the 
Colonization of German Jews in Palestine, 1120 
recent arrivals from Germany had entered 31 
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A Message from 
The International 
Ladies’ Garment 
Workers Union 











HE material and spiritual 

aid which you have organ- 
ized for the past eleven years 
for the Jewish trade unions in 
| Palestine (The Histadrut) has 
been an important factor in the 
general reconstructive activity 
of Jewish life in that land, and 
a substantial contribution to 
the development of workers’ 
culture and initiative. 








N the past decade, our Inter- 

national Union, and all the 
affiliated locals, have supported 
the United Hebrew Trades 
Campaign for Labor in Pales- 
tine to the best of our ability. 
We hope that in the future we 
shall, together with other sec- 
tions of our movement, continue 
to give such aid to the organ- 
ized Jewish workers of Pales- 
tine in fulfillment of a duty to 
Labor Solidarity and Unity. 
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workmen’s settlements and Kevutzoth by the end 
of September. The following Kevutzoth absorb- 
ed the greatest number of immigrants: Givath 
Brenner—151, Naana—r119, Yajur—8o, Ain 
Harod—7o0, Gosher—70, Hacovesh—71, Kvut- 
zath Hahugim, near Ain Harod—7o, Kvutzath 
Rodger (Mizrachi)—65, Kvutzath Hahugim, 
near Raanana—63, Givath Hashlosha—63, Tel- 
Joseph—45, etc. 

Preliminary estimates of Jewish immigration 
to Palestine during October totalled about 6000 
persons; 2,900 entrants via Haifa, 2,600 via Jaffa, 
ard 150 via the land frontier. About 300 tourists 
registered as permanent residents. This is the 
largest number of arrivals recorded for any one 
month and surpasses the previous record of 4,393 
immigrants in October 1933 by more than 1600 
persons. Immigration in September approxima- 
ted 4000 entrants. 


LABOR NOTES 


A WORD ABOUT THE JEWISH WORKERS IN 
AMERICA 


Carroll D. Wright said that the Exodus was the first 
recorded strike. Moses was the first labor organizer; or, 
was he a labor agitator? There is no further record of 
organized Jewish workers until mass immigration to this 
country began. Here the first Jewish labor movement 
was built. The beginnings were made about a half century 
ago. The infamous May decrees in old Russia, early in 
the eighties of the previous century, and the pogroms of 
that time, set in motion a vast army of Jewish wanderers. 
They turned their faces westward, to distant and mysteri- 
ous America, in search of an asylum and economic op- 
portunities. 

Within a few years a Jewish large scale class struggle 
was waged in the new homeland. It was probably the 
first class struggle in Israel. The employers and the 
workers were Jews, except for a small number of non- 
Jewish workers. That was the great 1890 lockout struggle 
in the New York Ladies’ Cloak Industry. For the first 
time the workers had organized an industry-wide union. 
The employers were frightened by the organization of 
the workers, an entirely new phenomenon to them. The 
employers banded together into a powerful association 
and sought to nip the new growth in the bud. They in- 
stituted a general lockout. The Jewish workers, utterly 
inexperienced in matters of industrial relations and strug- 
gles, were dazed by the sudden and strange attack. They 
felt themselves thrown into the stream to sink or swim. 
They were expected to sink, but they swam. After a 
struggle of more than three months, they won, but they 
were unable to hold their gains long. Internal dissension 
added to inexperience was demoralizing. The employers 
were able to get then what they could not get through 
open combat. It took time for the Jewish workers to 
learn the technique of organization and class struggle. 
They learned it by the long and painful trial-and-error 
process. When they finally mastered the part, they ac- 
complished wonders. 

They abolished the sweatshop. It is probably difficult 
now to appreciate the true meaning of these words. The 
sweatshop was the only American institution the Jewish 
immigrant from Eastern Europe knew in his early years 
in this country. It was at once his asylum and his ruin— 
his asylum, because it was the only place where he was 
received with open arms. The people in general, the 
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organized workers in particular, were hostile. Didn’t 
those immigrants come from backward countries to break 
down American labor standards? But the sweatshop gave 
the Jewish worker a place to work and earn his daily 
bread. The physical and labor conditions in the sweat- 
shop quickly undermined the worker’s health and morale. 
The sweatshop was responsible for innumerable human 
wrecks. The efiect of the sweatshop upon the family life 
was demoralizing. Because of the unlimited work hours 
—physical endurance was the only limit—a worker would 
leave his home in the morning when his children were 
asleep and return when they were in bed again. On the 
Sabbath, the father was too exhausted to be a companion 
to his children. In the slack period, the father’s spirit 
was such that it was better for the children not to have 
his company. ‘There was a saying, which, even if untrue, 
was quite characteristic. When a child saw his father 
come home one afternoon, in the slack season, he called 
out, “mama, that man is here again.” Frequently there 
was a wide chasm between the two generations. To the 
boy the father was ‘“‘whiskers’—the boy scratching his 
own chin mockingly—or “‘sheeny.” To the father, the 
children were, with a deep sigh, ““Oy, Amerikaner kinder.” 

The sweatshop had many enemies. All “right thinking” 
persons abhorred and denounced it. Their intentions were 
good, but good intentions accomplished nothing. The 
sweatshop continued as a blotch upon the American 
escutcheon until the Jewish immigration workers organ- 
ized themselves, and after many bitter defeats finally 
won their battle against the sweatshop. The abolition of 
the sweatshop was a tremendous moral and _ spiritual 
achievement. When the greatly feared Jewish immigrant 
workers, who had “‘come to break down American labor 
standards,” brought the shortest work week then known 
into American industry, the 44 hour week, they restored 
the blessings of family life to many thousands of families. 
The father reconquered his place in his own family. Now 
he knows his children and his children know him. The 
chasm between the two generations has been filled. Ample 
leisure time, after a day’s work, familiarity with social 
problems, acquired through union activities, enable father 
and son to be friends. Both have become better human 
beings, better Jews and better citizens. 

The Jewish workers have built some of the most im- 
portant trade unions in this country. The two outstand- 
ing examples are the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union and the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
of America. ‘These organizations and others, in which 
large numbers of Jewish workers are members, are cos- 
mopolitan in their human composition. 

In th elabor movement, Israel cooperates wholehearted- 
ly with workers from many nationalities. Some of the 
outstanding labor battles in this country took place in the 
industries in which Jews are employed in large numbers. 
Some of the greatest financial contributions to various 
causes were made by trade unions, which include Jewish 
members. At the beginning, Jewish workers were the 
recipients of charity, given to them by wealthy Jews, 
who were frequently their employers. The labor move- 
ment has raised the poor Jewish workers to a level, where 
they are able to extend a helping hand—not charity— 
where such help is needed. The Jewish workers, human 
zeros in the past, have by their own effort, and unaided, 
built up great institutions of various kinds. 

Since the World War large numbers of Jewish workers 
in America have developed a sympathetic interest in the 
Palestine labor movement. In 1930 Jewish labor repre- 
sentatives from America participated in the Berlin Con- 
gress, called by the Histadrut. The message of the His- 
tadrut has been received enthusiastically by increasing 
numbers of Jewish workers in this country. 

JOSEPH SCHLOSSBERG. 
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HEBREW-AMERICAN 
Typographical Union 





The Hebrew-American Typograph- 
ical Union recognizes and lauds the 
untiring work of the Gewerkschaf- 
ten Campaign for the Jewish work- 
ers and pioneers in Palestine. It 
supports the struggle to build up 
Palestine on a basis of social jus- 


tice and democracy. 
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President 


MAYER KASTOFF 
Vice-President 


NATHAN EFROTH 


Secretary-Treasurer 
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President 


PHILIP KAPP 


Secretary-Treasurer 
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From American workers to 

the workers of Palestine and e 
all the world! 

We stand shoulder to shoul- 

der in the fight for universal : 
democracy and peace! 5 
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ORGANIZATIONAL 


I. OBJECTIVES 


N A LAND of multiple organizations, why add an- 

other? 

Why a League for Labor Palestine? Why a new 
grouping that may make inroads in the already existing 
Zionist organiations? The answer to this question lies 
in Palestine, not in America. A mode of life is growing 
there that is not being expressed here. The Zionist 
bodies have been built on the principle of feeding men 
and money to Palestine; they made no provision for the 
return flow of the energy that has developed. 

Today the American Jew, more especially the young 
Jew, is seeking for solutions which Zionism can answer by 
establishing contacts between American-Jewish needs and 
the dynamics of the new civilization in Erltz Israel. 
Whence the rise of Leagues for Labor Palestine, whose 
chief function should be to serve as conductors of Halut- 
ziut. 

Halutziut knows no dualism of belief and action. It 
is a way of life that translates its ideals into the reality 
of daily habits. A Halutz is one who goes as a pioneer to 
Palestine. Halutziut is that which accepts the challenge 
of pioneering ideas and social ways as well as in settling 
of new frontiers. The difference between a Halutz and 
Halutziut is that between a Jew and Judiaism. One 
means a form within which the individual finds himself 
placed or places himself; the other means the acceptance 
of a collective way of life which upon its assumption 
becomes mandatory and governs both thought and action. 

The organized symbol of Halutziut is the Histadrut, 
the Jewish Labor Federation in Palestine. It is the out- 
ward expression of the ideals that Palestine should be 
built on the foundation of social justice, and that no man 
shall exploit another for his own gain, but through indi- 
vidual labor find his satisfaction in self-realization. 

The League’s primary purpose is to bring a wider 
understanding of the Histadrut to the American public. 
But in line with the objective of Halutziut, this con- 
stitutes only a first step. 

To experience Halutziut at first hand and eliminate 
the vagueness that a distance of thousands of miles neces- 
sarily brings, the League should stimulate and sponsor 
the Halutz movement in America. The Leagues would 
thereby gain the energy which a direct contact with Jewish 
self-realization through labor is bound to bring. 

Halutz training camps, the Hahsharah, should be the 
project and the responsibility of the Leagues. Only 
Hasharah can insure the young pioneer the training which 
would fit him adequately for his new life in Palestine and 
contribute to Palestine any uniqueness in values which 
America has to give. 

These training farms, placed East, West, North and 
South in this country, will be the bridges to span the 
physical and spiritual distance separating the American 
Jew from Palestine. They will bring close to him, 
through new social activities, values which the workers 
of Palestine have created. 

Between the Leagues and the Hahsharah, the contact 
must be close. Members of the League should experi- 
ence something of the simple, comradely ways that have 
achieved a new brotherhood in Palestine. Intimate as- 
sociation with the life of the American Halutz would put 
new significance into Zionist activities. For, in America, 
too, new ways of life are needed, new paths to social 
relationships must be blazed. Palestine’s answers have 
significance also in America. Halutziut implies courage, 
a fearlessness to advance on the unknown, an opening up 
of new territory regardless of danger. There is no dual- 
ism in the movement of the Histadrut; no tolerance of 








= 


rT a Fr eS we UNS 


—_— — 


—- 





DECEMBER 1934 


difference in theory and practise. Halutziut in Palestine 
has made an ideal real. ‘Che task of the Leagues for Labor 
Palestine is to bring a knowledge that the real can also 
be ideal. 

IRMA LINDHEIM 


2. METHODS OF ORGANIZATION 


Our methods of organization, though still ‘experi- 
mental, are somewhat different from the modes pursued 
by others. We aim to group our membership on the basis 
of congenial association, so that friends may greet and, 
in the process of learning together, be impelled toward 
common action for labor Palestine. We advocate, there- 
fore, the formation in every community of several League 
units to meet separately in round-table and to be feder- 
ated for larger efforts. The units should devote most of 
their time to discussion based on fully prepared topics. A 
splendid series of lecture-discussions—timely, informative 
and stimulating—are already available. They include thus 
far: ‘““The Legislative Assembly,” “What is the Hista- 
drut” and “The Role of Labor in World Zionism.” 
Further educational materials for group discussions are 
being created with the active cooperation of Dr. Emanuel 
Gamoran, Educational Director of the Union of Amer- 
ican Hebrew Congregations; Dr. Abraham Franzblau, 
Professor of Education at the Hebrew Union College; 
and Dr. Jacob Golub, Director of the Cincinnati Bureau 
of Jewish Education. 


Beyond this basic educational work we must develop 
functional activities in which group members may become 
personally associated with the institutions of the Histra- 
drut. In this connection, it seems to me that the or- 
ganization cannot do better than to adopt the plan of our 
late Comrade Arlosoroff: To save our children from 
Germany, to settle them in the present communes and 
eventually to create children’s villages in Palestine. To 
this dramatic and important work, American Jewry should 
respond enthusiastically. Progress with this plan in no 
way conflicts with the J.D.C. efforts to bring into the 
United States a limited number of German children. The 
two hundred and fifty children who are coming here will 
be placed under the supervision of social workers in homes 
which will afford them opportunities for business or pro- 
fessional careers. Since the cost of caring for a child in 
this manner may amount to five hundred dollars or more, 
the American Committee is not ready to place and to 
pay for a large number of such children. And in any 
event, the wisdom of continuing such action may be ques- 
tioned. Can a thousand or more children who will ulti- 
mately join the professional and business class of Amer- 
ican Jewry eventually be absorbed? What shall we do 
with those who cannot be brought to the United States? 
There are thousands of American men and women who 
would gladly undertake to pay for the maintenance and 
education of a child in Palestine, when the youngster will 
become a national Jewish asset. This tremendously im- 
portant task can be inaugurated by League units. 


Among the League members who have grasped the 
great opportunity to advance this and related projects are 
men and women in intellectual pursuits, the rabbinate, 
leaders of organized labor and the social welfare field who, 
by virtue of their key positions, appreciably aid the 
movement. Many influential persons in various parts of 
this country already have responded to our organizational 
efforts. In the score of new League units recently formed, 
it is gratifying to list among our National associates many 
distinguished leaders in the American community. 


SAMUEL WOHL 


TRICTLY KOSHER 


CATERERS 


For the finest of functions we 
cater at your home or at our 
beautiful ballrooms. 
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3. NEWS ITEMS 


At present, the League consists of forty chapters with a 
membership of over 2,000. Chapters and groups of the 
League exist in Greater New York; Los Angeles; Berke- 
ley ; San Francisco; Hartford; Detroit; Worcester, Mass. ; 
Minneapolis; St. Paul; Kansas City; St. Louis; New 
Brunswick; Paterson; Buffalo; Cincinnati; Cleveland; 
Pittsburgh; Chicago; Indianapolis; Baltimore; Greater 
Boston; Springfield ; Houston; San Antonio; Seattle; Mil- 
waukee; Toronto; Winnipeg; and a few student groups 
in Toronto, Milwaukee, and Montreal. 

Dr. Samuel Wohl, the National Chairman of the Lea- 
gue, has carried on a very intensive correspondence all 
over the country. He has visited many cities and made 
valuable contacts. .. . Our distinguished guest, Mrs. Lind- 
heim, who came to the United States for a short visit in 
the interests of the League and the National Fund, ad- 
dressed well-attended meetings in Brooklyn, Boston, 
Bridgeport, Philadelphia, and Cincinnati, and is now on - 
a successful tour on the Pacific Coast. . . . When we speak 
of the Pacific, mention should be made of the splendid 
Los Angeles League which has just carried through its 
second program for the Arlosoroff Memorial Fund with 
a net profit of $1800. It is elaborating plans for the an- 
nual campaign of the Histadrut . . . Our good friends, 
Rose Stoloff and Harry Harrison, are very busy in the 
Brooklyn Chapter which already numbers 300 members 
and is the largest in the county. They hope by the end 
of the year to have a membership of 1000... . Successful 
meetings have taken place in Boston, Mass., where Dr. 
Anna Mintz reported her visit to Palestine; in Cincinnati 
with Mrs. Lindheim; in Houston, Texas, with Mr. H. 
Atlas leading the discussions; in Minneapolis with Dr. 
Levine in charge; in Detroit, Worcester, Mass., and To- 
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ronto. . . . Sidney Epstein who recently returned from 
Palestine has done good work in Greater Boston, Spring- 
field, Hartford, and Greater New York... . The Cleve- 
land League is arranging a dinner for December 5, with 
Rabbi Heller of Cincinnati as the principal speaker. 
Similar arrangements are also being made in various other 
communities .. . According to the decision of the Admin- 
istrative Committee, Mr. Pinchas Cruso, fermer secretary 
of the Poale Zion, who for many years has been identified 
with the work for Labor Palestine, will assume the re- 
sponsibilities as secretary of the League at the beginning 
of December; and with the assistance that will be given 
by the national officers and the local chapters the work 
will be intensified and broadened out all over the coun- 
try . . . Our special greetings to the new chapters 
which have been organized very recently in Hartford, 
Denver, Springfield, Detroit; Minneapolis, New Bruns- 
wick, Indianapolis, the two groups in Bronx, N. Y., and 
tu our committees in Newark and Philadelphia. May 
others follow! 

CULTURAL WORK. In addition to the organiza- 
tional activity of the League, plans have been formulated 
for its cultural program. Through the cooperation of 
Dr. Samuel Wohl, two lectures have already been pre- 
pared, one on Legislative Assembly, by Dr. Emanuel 
Gamoran; the other on the Histadrut, by Dr. S$. Golub. 
The first has already been mailed to all the League Chap- 
ters and the other will be sent soon. Other lectures deal- 
ing with the various phases of the Histadrut are now be- 
ing prepared and will be sent to all League Chapters in 
the course of the winter. In addition, a Palestine Labor 
News-Letter giving information on the most important 
news of labor life in Palestine as well as on the general 
development of the country is being sent to all the Chap- 
ters every two weeks. I. HAMLIN, National Secretary. 
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A COMMUNICATION 


(Continued from Page 25) 


Everywhere among the small tradesmen and workers 
there is an acrid complaining about Hitler’s Jewish pro- 
gram. But even though this may salve wounds, it does 
not cure them. Mixed-Jewish couples in Germany do 
not even have that new group warmth which has come 
to many previously unconnected Jewish groups. The 
depression is growing. Whole layers of German Jews 
and half-Jews are becoming isolated, lonely, arid. The 
perpetual feeling of being unwanted, of being liable to 
insults for which no punishment can ever be given, of 
being a second-class citizen is humiliating and unbearable. 
True, the ugly and brutal beatings, the arrests without 
warrant, the raids have decreased. But, think of it, there 
is always the possibility. . . 

I wish I could say that in spite of all this those who 
stay because of necessity, who have nowhere to go, who 
must evolve some modus vivendi, are brave and whole. 
Honesty bitterly compels me to say that among the Ger- 
man Jews there has not yet evolved that solidarity and 
integrity which alone can save the inner, the essential man. 


JEWS WITHOUT JOBS 


(Continued from Page 18) 


larity of Jewish practitioners with the non-Jewish 
clientele and vice versa is not at all uncommon. 
But the discriminatory tendencies in this field ex- 
press themselves in a somewhat indirect but none- 
theless effective way by creating obstacles on the 
way to preparation for a professional career 
through limitation of entrance to professional 
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schools or greater difficulties of hospital and clin- 
ical appointments, etc. 

That the Jew has shown a growing leaning 
towards a professional career, that he had been 
furnishing a percentage of professional students 
entirely out of proportion to his numerical 
strength throughout the country is somewhat be- 
yond the point. The fact is that in the natural 
tendency towards an occupational distribution ac- 
cording to capacity, interest and opportunity, 
specific racial difficulties have appeared. Even in 
so modest a profession as nursing the opportuni- 
ties for a Jewish girl are rather strictly limited to 
Jewish hospitals, and not always available even 
there. Advertisements of employment offered to 
“Christians only” may be found in our very best 
professional journals, some of them published by 
organized professional groups themselves, and as 
far as known, have not yet called forth any effec- 
tive protests. 

Assuming that this force of discrimination re- 
mains unchecked, and as yet no practical way of 
checking it has been suggested, assuming further 
that it is likely to grow in intensity, what is the 
influence upon the economic position of the Jew 
in America likely to be? 

Small independent commerce, as an economic 
opportunity, is gradually being shut off by the 
economic revolution. Commercial employment, 
professional employment, even clerical employ- 
ment opportunities are restricted by this growing 
factor of racial discrimination. A return to agri- 
culture is again being suggested, rather vociferous- 
ly and militantly. It is not a new suggestion. It 
cannot in these days be disposed of with a joke 
in view of successful Jewish farming in Palestine, 
Russia, or even right in our own country. But the 
rapid industrialization and mechanization of agri- 
culture, the continuous creation of a surplus labor 
force within the farm itself, and in addition the 
present crisis of agricultural prices, all these offer 
little hope that agriculture may be a way out to 
a thoroughly urbanized group. In free profes- 
sions to which the Jew naturally tends, the diffi- 
culties confront him, even before he can begin 
his practice, at the very door of the professional 
school. 

What remains? There remain occupational 
fields quite distinct from each other, but they pos- 
sess only that common feature that in them the 
intolerance to the Jew is weaker or perhaps non- 
existent. 

On one side industrial work, factory employ- 
ment, building construction, perhaps mining or un- 
skilled labor. Not all of these fields are free from 
the virus of discrimination. Only a very pains- 
taking investigation could ascertain the facts. By 
tradition many of these fields have been and re- 
main rather free to the Jew. It is a matter of 
experience, training, perhaps of physical stamina. 
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With the disintegration of the lower middle class, 
the Jew may be more and more forced into the 


direction of factory work, 
This, in the opinion of many students of the 


situation, particularly in the Yiddish press (which 
has shown a very much more intelligent interest 
in the problem than most of our so-called Anglo- 
Jewish press) is a “consummation devoutly to be 
wish’d.” It revives the glory and dignity of labor. 
It fits in with the doctrine of the breaking up of 
the middle class—an important plank still in the 
confession of faith of a substantial part of our in- 
telligentzia and yet not at all as simple a process 
as the formula would lead us to expect, not per- 
haps as simple as the industrialization of a de- 


classed Jew in Russia. ; ; 
For, to begin with, there is the general economic 


tendency for a decrease in the industrial army 
through technological improvements while the 
white collar occupations of control, accounting and 
salesmanship continue to grow. If one faces sta- 
tistical data as to the rapid reduction of the num- 
ber of wage workers employed in manufacturing 
industry, in railroads or ‘nining as compared with 
the continuous increase in commercial and clerical 
pursuits, the demand for return to the wage work- 
ers paradise en masse loses a good deal of its 


certainty. 
On the other hand, the growing field of free 


lance salesmanship, insurance, installment selling, 
bond and stock selling, in short, that army of 
distributing agents which the prevailing system 
of high power salesmanship has forced upon a 
suffering public can be considered a traditional 
Jewish occupation, which in the past has contribu- 
ted little to Jewish reputations. 

And then, of course, there remains the very 
much restricted higher level of Jewish capital, ex- 
cept for a perhaps accidental and temporary dis- 
location in banking business, or moving picture 
industry. As yet, there seems to be no serious 
danger or obstacle to the upper Jewish economic 
strata to continue to prosper together with non- 
Tewish capital. 

Thus, Jewish energy and initiative may be 
forced into channels of activity not so much 
hy voluntarv choice of predisposition as through 
the action of vis a tergo, creating a situation not 
altocether unlike that existing in many European 
countries. A situation such as this obviously cre- 
ates many serious problems. T.arge independent 
or corporate business is obviously a field open only 
to a small fortunate minority. Factory labor, 
particularly in the heavier industries, might become 
an economic necessitv. It is not likely to be a 
matter of choice. The overwhelming tendency 
of American Jewry of the present generation to 
obtain for its children all the educational advan- 
tages that are available, whether through free 
municipal colleges wherever thev exist or at a 
terrific sacrifice in other institutions in face of 
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A modern catering estab- 
lishment to suit your 
needs. We are ready to serve 
from fifty to one thousand 
persons for any social func- 
tion. 


Se our modern meeting 
rooms in the new Central 
Plaza Annex, available for 
organizations with member- 
ships of from fifty to two 
hundred and fifty. 
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ss CAP & MILLINERY DEPARTMENT 























United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers International Union 


Greets the Tenth Jubilee Convention of 
the Gewerkschaften Campaign and the 
entire membership of the General Federation 
of Jewish Labor in Palestine. We wish 
you success in all your endeavors. 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE BOARD 
M. ZARITSKY General President 


Ea ee 


Tho. Yowish National 


ExTENDS its heartiest greetings to the delegates of the 
Tenth Annual Convention of the Palestine Labor Committee 
for the organized Jewish Workers of Palestine. We also 
extend our fraternal greetings to our Chaverim Zalman 
Rubashov and Boruch Zuckerman, representatives of the 
General Federation of Jewish Labor in Eretz-lsrael. The 
branches and ladies’ clubs of our Alliance will, in this coming 
campaign for Palestine Labor, support the Histadrut and 
its institutions as loyally as they have in the past in its great 
work of up-building Palestine as a Jewish National home on 
the basis of social justice. 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE of the 
JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE 


DAVID PINSKI, President 
LOUIS SEGAL, Secretary 
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the constantly rising costs, is a tendency that is 
not likely to be broken down. Common observa- 
tion indicates that there is hardly a Jewish family 
over the destitution level which does not maintain 
or expects to maintain at least one child through 
college, and if possible, all the children. Not only 
the upper and middle classes, but even the average 
and workingman’s family has learned to look to 
college education as a matter of course, as a legiti- 
mate right of a child to rise above his father’s 
station. In every large state university these half 
hungry youths, working and starving their way 
through college, show an excessive percentage of 
Jews hailing from the wage-working neighbor- 
hoods of larger cities. If already one out of 
twelve youths in the country receives a college 
education, for the Jew the percentage is at least 
twice as great—one out of every six. With white 
collar employment gradually restricted, with pro- 
fessional schools less and less welcome, American 
Jewry is likely to develop a growing class of in- 
tellectual proletarians who will drift unhappily 
from one temporary occupation to another, most 
of them maladjusted, and perhaps apply their 
mental abilities to bitter criticism of society at 
large. 

A small minority in the field of big business, an 
increasing number in hectic salesmanship, an un- 
willing drift to factory work, and a growing intel- 
lectual proletariat without permanent occupation, 
this, for all we know, may be the future economic 
position of the Jew, if the present tendencies con- 
tinue unabated. 

Is there anything we can do about it? 


I. M. Rubinow. 


(Two years ago, on the threshold of a crisis, 
this question was asked by Dr. Rubinow at 
the National Conference of Jewish Social 
Service. Dr. Rubinow will offer a 1935 
answer and point-of-view in a forthcoming 
issue ef The Jewish Frontier.) 


REVISIONISTS AND LABORITES 
(Continued from Page 30) 
question of political independence must wait upon 
economic development. The future of Zionism 
depends upon the choice that is made between 
these two points of view. 

Anyone who has followed the course of world 
events during the last century will not hesitate 
to make that choice in favor of Labor Zionism, 
for it is Labor Zionism which has incorporated 
those elements of progressive thought which the 
future must inevitably bring to realization. Labor 
Zionism transcends the obvious appeal of chauvin- 
istic slogans. Its vision is broader in that it does 
not blindly ape the narrow nationalism of existing 
nations. Its idealism, rooted in the historic will of 
the Jewish people, is fortified by a realistic pro- 
gram which has been tested in Palestine for the 


w 
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past twenty years. If American Jewry means 
seriously its protestations of concern over the fu- 
ture of Palestine, it must translate them into ac- 
tion. At the World Zionist Congress, which will 
convene during the summer of 1935, American 
Jewry will have its opportunity of throwing the 
weight of its numbers and its influence on the side 
of that program which signifies foresight, realism, 
and social justice. 
IRA EISENSTEIN 





CAP MAKERS UNION 
LOCAL No. 1 


133 SECOND AVE. NEW YORK 








May your work continue 
to progress and grow 


eJOINT BOARD, SUIT 


SKIRT & REEFER MAKERS 
OF N. Y. 
M. J. ASHBES Secretary - Treasurer 








Minneapolis 
League for Labor Palestine 


DR. M. N. LEVIN EMILE GELB 
A. M. BERMAN JACOB MIRVIS 
TOBY FRIEDEL RUTH RAPPAPORT 





TheLeague for Labor Palestine 


OF CINCINNATI, OHIO 


Sends greetings and 
best wishes 
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CLOAK & DRESS 
@ SACHS-DAVIDSON, Inc. DRIVERS AND 
UNION PRINTERS HELPERS' UNION 
VILLE LOCAL 102, 1.L.G.W.U. 
ORchard 187 East Broadway 
— cn as Our fraternal greeting to the 


























Rishon-Le-Zion A gency, inc. 


12 W. 27th ST. NEW YORK 








10th Jubilee Convention of the 
Gewerkschaften Campaign for the 
Jewish workers in Palestine. We 
wish you success. 


SAUL METZ, Manager. 
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The Dress Pressers’ Union 


— LOCAL 60 














SALUTES 
THE 
CONVENTION 


MAX COHEN 


MANAGER 





We Stand Behind 
“The Jewish F rontier” 








BROOKLYN CHAPTER 
LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE | 























Our fraternal greetings to the 
Labor Federation in Palestine and 
those who are active on behalf of 
the Gewerkschaften Campaign, on 
the occasion of the 10th Annual 
Jubilee Convention. 


J. BRESLAW 
Manager 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
CLOAK, SKIRT, DRESS 
PRESSERS' UNION 

LOCAL 35 
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MURRAY WEINSTEIN, Mgr. 
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The Joint Board 
of the Amalga- 
mated Clothing 
Workers’ Union 
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CENTRAL STEAMSHIP AGENCY 
111-115 EAST 7th STREET 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Telephone: ORchard 4-4932-6490 


CUNARD WHITE STAR 


LIMITED 





mm Greets the National Labor 
Committee on the occasion of the 
Tenth Anniversary of the Gewerks- 


chaften Campaign. 


mms Extends its heartiest greet- 
ings to all the delegates of the 
National Labor Convention and to 
the representatives of the General 
Federation of Labor on their mission 


to the United States. 


A. MILLER 


General Secretary 
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Greater Clothing Contractors Association, Inc. 
100 FIFTH AVENUE 
: NEW YORK 
: ALgonquin 4- 5930-5931 - 5932 - 5933 
S ANTHONY CAPARO R. GREEFF 
: Executive Secretary General Manager 
= S. WALDMAN 
z President e 
5 N. BERGER 
: Vice-President MANAGERS 
ee Ss. BRAUNSTEIN 
A. MOSKOWITZ H. BENDER 
= a Secretary PH. COHEN 
- DESTASIO 
Chairman Board of Directors B. CAVALLARO 
J. QUAGLICANO I. KLEINMAN 
Vice-Chair. Board of Directors A. CAPRARO 
Ss. SUTRO ; 
Counsel H. B. SUSSMAN 
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Cleveland Professional Group of the League for Labor Palestine 


OFFICERS: 
Professor J. M. Rogoff, President 
Dr.S.F.M. Hirsch Vice-President 
Dr. M. E. Gans Vice-President 
Dr. Albert Loveman, Vice-President 
Joseph G. Stashover, Vice-President 
Dr. Martin S. Golden, Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 


Lewis Drucker Joseph Saslau 

A. H. Friedland JudgeSamuelH.Selbert 
Ben D. Gordon Judge David Ralph Hertz 
Dr. I. Milcoff Harry L. Lodish 





Workers 


D. Aronson, Chairman 








A. Graff, Chairman 


J. Dorfman, Secretary 


Suggs Garber, Secretary Arthur Miller Martin N. Goulder 
Children Jacket Greater New York Vestmakers’ 
e , e 
Makers’ Union Coat Makers Union 
Union 
Local 10 Local 25 Local 32 

Amalgamated Clothing Amalgamated Clothing Amalgamated Clothing 

Workers Workers 





Sam Reich, Manager 
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CLOAK & SUIT OPERATORS 
LOCAL 1 U 
60 W. 35th ST., N. Y. N 
To the 10th Jubilee Conven- I 
tion of the Gewerkschaften 
Campaign for the Jewish O 
Labor Movement in Palestine: 
: N 
we greet you in the name of 
Local 1, of the Cloak and Suit - 


Operators’ Union of the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union. We exult in 
the great work you have been 


carryingon forthe past 11 years. 








LOUIS LEVY, Manager 


RUBIN ZUCKERMAN, Chairman 
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ten 
years 


of energetic Gewerk- 
schaften Campaigning — 


of existence for the 
Pioneer Women's Organ- 
ization — 


of strengthening the 
hands of our chalutzoth 
and chalutzim in Palestine. 
Let us continue to guard 
the unity of Labor Pales- 
tine by eliminating all the 
destructive forces in Zion- 
ism and by building on the 
principle of social justice. 


Pioneer Women’s Organization 
1225 Broadway New York 
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Kaplan Brothers 


Manufacturers and Importers of 
ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS, LEAVES 
AND FOLIAGE 
FOR ALL PURPOSES 





45 WEST 8th STREET 
WAtkins ? NEW YORK 


5260-1-2 
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the Tenth Jubilee Convention for the 
organized workers of the Palestine 
Labor Campaign. 


The wonderful success of your 
enormous achievements is the pride 
of the American Jewish organized 
workers for the upbuilding of our 
Homeland. May your future work 
be crowned with the fullest success. 


With our best Zion Greetings! 
EMANUEL and ADAM ROSEN 
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PALESTINE TOUR 

















Cable: Telephone 
ROSENTOURS CHelsea 3-065! 
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